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Using contemporary Middle East literature as a framework, we will examine topics applicable to world literature in general. Specifically, we will explore:

· How to read literature of a culture other than one’s own

· “Insider” vs. “outsider” interpretations of culture

· Issues of (mis)translation and accessibility

· Politics of selecting Nobel Prize winning authors

· Dominant themes of Middle East literature, such as political and cultural dissent, globalization, and class, gender and religious identities.

This mostly online class will meet twice: 1) week one for orientation, seminar and workshop on how to use the online program for the course, and 2) evaluation week for student presentations and to debrief course content, structure and the community online learning experience. The evaluation week class session is in lieu of final conferences. Attendance at the first and last class sessions are required. The rest of the course will be conducted interactively online with faculty and students working in small groups. Students are also encouraged to meet every week or two in person for student-facilitated seminars (faculty will be in Jordan, but will work regularly online with students, and will meet with students at Evergreen the first and last class sessions of fall quarter). This course meets the world literature endorsement requirement for Evergreen’s Master in Teaching program.
Prerequisites

A meeting with faculty is required at 1 p.m. Wed., Sept. 19 in Seminar II B, and a written proposal of a final project must be approved by faculty by September 21. A one paragraph description of the final project may be e-mailed to simonsc@evergreen.edu of a potential final project. 

Required Texts
1. Cities of Salt, Abdelrahman Munif. Vintage, 1989

2. My Name is Red, Orhan Pamuk. Vintage, 2002

3. Jasmine and Stars: Reading More than Lolita in Tehran, Fatemah Keshavarz. University of North Carolina Press, 2007

4. One of the following books:

· Reading Lolita in Tehran, Azar Nafisi, Random House, 2004.
· The Kite Runner, Khaled Hosseini, Riverhead Books, 2003.
· Nine Parts of Desire: The Hidden World of Islamic Women, Geraldine Brooks, Anchor Books, 1995.
Assignments

Because this is an online class, students will need 1) Internet access 2) a current Evergreen library account and 3) be self-motivators who are organized and meet deadlines. Except for the first week of the quarter, all papers are to be posted by Thursday of each week. All responses to posting must be made by Saturday of each week, unless otherwise designated. No late papers or responses will be accepted unless pre-arranged with faculty. Instructions for each assignment will be in the “Handouts” section of our course Web site. 

· Final project proposal approved by Char by Friday, Sept. 21

· Response papers to assigned books and articles. Length: 600-650 words each. Articles are available online for free only the Evergreen Library’s Web site, www.evergreen.edu/library/catalog/librarycatalog.htm. Click on “Reference and Journals.” Select “Reference and Databases Arts and Humanities Full Text.” Scroll down to “JSTOR,” and click. 
· Responses to one of your classmates’ posts (100-200 words each. Choose a different classmate for each assignment).
· Participation in Global Module, an online discussion with students at Al Akhawayn University in Morocco and Champlain College in Vermont regarding the film Reel Bad Arabs. To log in, go to www.globalmodules.net/. Click on “Join Class Discussions,” then click on “Fall 2007 – Nazehi/Williams/Simons” and follow the instructions. If you get stuck or confused over a technology issue, contact Robert Mayer at mayer@champlain.edu. If you have questions about the curriculum or what you are supposed to do, contact Char at worldlit@lists.evergreen.edu
· Final project. Either design a curriculum unit (MIT students and students interested in education) or annotated bibliography. The content of either a curriculum unit or an annotated bibliography needs to be narrowly defined and well-focused by choosing a specific theme (family, occupation, beauty, sense of place, etc.), geographical region or country (Iran, Turkey, Israel, Arabian Gulf, North Africa, etc.), time period (pre-Islam, Golden Ages, colonial era, post-colonial), and genre (novel, short stories, plays, poetry, memoir, biography, etc.). 
Curriculum unit: Include grade level, type of class (social studies, literature, history, etc.), learning objectives, activities, assessment and bibliography.

Annotated bibliography: Include an introductory paragraph to your project, including theme, objective (why you chose the topic, why the reader should care). The meat of your annotated bibliography should include 8-10 citations. Types of sources may include books, academic journal articles and articles from relevant specialty publications. Each citation needs to include the title, author, publisher, copyright year and one paragraph describing the work’s relevancy to your topic.
Syllabus

	Date and Theme
	What’s Due

	Week I:

What is World Literature?
	Sept. 29:

· 200-300 word description of final project

· Response paper to article handed out in class
Oct 1: Response to classmate’s post of assigned article; read course covenant and post a brief comment.

	Week II:

Novel as Form of Political Dissent


	Oct: 4: Read first half of Cities of Salt and write response paper
Oct. 6: Response to classmate’s post of Cities of Salt

	Week III:

Those Characters
	Oct. 11: Finish Cities of Salt and write a response paper in character.  
Oct. 13: Respond in character to classmate’s post; first Global Module assignment.

	Week IV:
Issues of (Mis)Translation and Access


	Oct. 18: Response paper to two articles: “Challenging the Embargo: Arabic Literature in the US Market,” Hosam Aboul-Ela, Middle East Report, No. 219. (Summer, 2001).

Available online through the Evergreen Library’s Web page (www.evergreen.edu/library)
And “On Translating Arabic Literature: An Interview with Denys Johnson-Davies,” by Ferial Ghazoul. Alif: Journal of Comparative Poetics, No. 3, The Self and the Other/(Spring, 1983)

Oct. 20: Respond to classmate’s post of assigned articles; first Global Module assignment and read the media literacy handout in the Assignment Handouts folder.

	Week V:
Examining Stereotypes
	Oct: 25: View film Reel Bad Arabs (on reserve in library)

Oct. 27: Do second Global Module assignment
**Oct. 31: Suheir Hammad, Palestinian American Deaf Poetry Jam poet and spoken word artist. 11 a.m. or 6 p.m., Lecture Hall 1. Read background at www.suheirhammad.com


	Week VI:
Novel as History
	Nov. 1: Read My Name is Red and write response paper. You may either answer the questions directly on the handout, or use it as a guide to write your own paper.
Nov. 3: Response to classmate’s post of My Name is Red; third Global Module assignment.

	Week VII:
Politics of Nobel Prize for Literature Selection
	**Wed. Nov. 7, 6-8pm. The spoken word, the Arts and Activism workshop by faculty members Therese Saliba (Middle East Studies) and Hirsh Diamant (arts and education. This workshop is a follow up to poet Suheir Hammad’s performance. 

Nov. 8: Response paper to assigned article: “The Nobel Prize: History and Canonicity” by Richard Jewell. The Journal of the Midwest Modern Language Association, Vol. 33, No. 1. (Winter, 2000). Available online through the Evergreen Library’s Web page (www.evergreen.edu/library)
Nov. 10: Respond to classmate’s post of assigned article; fourth Global Module assignment.

	Week VIII-Week IX:
Literary Criticism

(no class Thanksgiving week)
	Nov. 29: Read Jasmine and Stars AND one of the following: Reading Lolita in Tehran, The Kite Runner or Nine Parts of Desire. Write a response paper. 
Dec. 1: Respond to classmate’s post.

	Week X:
Synthesizing Learning
	Dec. 6: Post final project. Rehearse final presentation (8-10 minutes. Time it!). Write self-evaluation and faculty evaluation. 

	Evaluation week:

Student Presentations

Final class Dec. 13 *in person*
	Middle East potluck. Bring your favorite dish. Char will supply drinks, plates, cups, napkins and eating utensils.

Student presentations, course debrief.

Bring your evaluations.


