November 11, 2008

Focused free writing: “So, how much really do we owe to strangers?” 

Start with this question from Cosmopolitanism, and write for 15 minutes. When you get stuck, find yourself pausing, go back and write the question again. 

Writing practice: 

A. Organizing an argument with multiple parts

a. “Basic Needs” 162-166: what is the function of each paragraph in this section, relative to the overall argument Appiah is making? What does each paragraph do? Instead of writing about this, make some sort of chart or drawing or sketch or something that shows how these seven paragraphs are related to each other. 

B. Sentences: apprenticing ourselves to Appiah for a moment

a. playing with parallel structures—pg. 101

b. packing information into sentences with phrases—167-168

c. another sentence of your choice

C. Paragraphs: how long is too long, and why? What holds paragraphs together?
a. p. 134—“Imaginary Connections”

b. p. 159—“Let me make, first, a small but important point.”

D. Anticipating and addressing objections—pick a section of text to examine, and write answers to these questions
a. What are the objections Appiah anticipates in this section?
b. Are they reasonable objections—that is, do they seem like the objections a person would make?
c. Give the objections he does anticipate, to what extent does he address them?

Examples: 97-99, beginning with “The conclusion is obvious enough” continuing to the end; OR 105, section entitled “Don’t Ever Change”; OR 108, beginning top of page with “there is a genuine issue here” and continuing for the next six paragraphs (stop after paragraph beginning “the second observation is…”

Applying this practice to your own writing: see the note about homework below, A, and then use any of the strategies we’ve seen in Appiah to revise or to draft sections of your essay.
Homework for Nov. 18:  We will meet in our classroom before going over to the library.

A. Revise your argumentative essay on human rights, as best you can, incorporating either or both books, being as clear as you can be about what you want to “give” to readers—what question, what set of ideas, what possibilities. 

B. Observation of water—300 words maximum: find a place where you can observe water. I assumed this would be “wild water” but it doesn’t have to be. This exercise has two parts. First, you have to sit or stand still and just look at this water. Don’t talk, write, or do anything. See what you can see—what you notice about this water. After you have been still for ten minutes, then write down your observations. This doesn’t have to be a paragraph as in a series of connected sentences. It can be a list. The thing is, don’t start writing until you have observed for 10 minutes. Just see what this experience is like.

C. Writing about Blue Covenant: unlike your previous homework assignments, the focus of this one is—how does what Barlow is writing about relate to you personally? What is your stake in this discussion about water? Write in first person, about a page. 

� See over for the rest of your assignments!





