Water assignment: drafts due December 2 in class
Purpose: demonstrate your ability to develop a particular question to focus on, to construct an argument, to write for real readers, and to skillfully use a limited number of sources to substantiate your argument
Focus: water—taken for granted by some of us, in short supply for others of us, and necessary to all of us.  What in particular do you want to argue about water, and to whom do you want to make this argument? That’s the question you have to resolve. 

Challenge: thinking your way from the broad question of water as a human right to a question or issue that connects with your own experiences and knowledge. For example, my meditations on water and what can be done about water locally led to my most recent article in the Green Pages. In it, I argue that the City of Olympia should set goals for increasing canopy cover. Trees are essential to healthy watersheds, and we are gradually cutting our trees down. Measuring canopy cover is a step other communities have taken, and I argued that we should take it to. (http://www.oly-wa.us/GreenPages is the web site for the Green Pages, and my article, plus a few others related to water, were in the Sept/Oct issue.) 

Sources: You must use at least one and perhaps two sources that you find through library research. These can be sources you find as we work with Ernestine and Carlos in class—a report from an NGO cited in Barlow’s end notes, another article you find through the scholarly databases, government documents, and/or maps. The trick is to be selective: pick one or two sources to work with, and really get to know them. Let them act as “teachers”—learn something, and let that inform your thinking about what you want to say. In addition to our library work tongith, I’ve listed related websites on the back—again, the art is to browse widely, and then focus deeply, keeping in mind your specific group of readers and your specific experiences. If you aren’t sure of a topic, these websites may help you brainstorm possibilities.
Criteria: you need to make a deliberate connection to your readers; you need to explain your position or your view; you need to include one or two other voices/sources; and you need to anticipate and address potential objections or reservations which you think your readers would make. Aim for 4 pages—long enough to require substance, and short enough to not be overwhelming. 
Due: due in class after break for intensive review—bring two copies. I will also be available for conferences during the week after break. 

Related homework assignments:
Everybody: find out how much water you use: www.h2oconserve.org . Do the calculations and bring this in to class December 2.

Do a second observation/meditation on water.
(over)

Finish Blue Covenant.
Everybody: find out how much water you use: www.h2oconserve.org . Do the calculations and bring this in to class December 2.
Other topics/sources: (all from Water Consciousness, ed. Tara Lohan, published by Independent Media Institute, 2008, San Francisco.)
Bottled water—www.polarisinstitute.org/water and www.thinkoutsidethebottle.org 

A clean water trust fund—www.foodandwaterwatch.org/water/trust-fund

Stop polluting watersheds—www.watoxics.org/homes-and-gardens

Learn about watersheds-- http://www.4sos.org/wssupport/group_support/form_run.asp
Clean up agriculture: www.polarisinstitute.org/water
Protect groundwater—www.groundwater.org

Learn more about dams—www.internationalrivers.org

Reduce your own energy use—www.empowermentinstitute.net/lcd/index.html

Support the right to water for everyone—www.blueplanetproject.net

Raise awareness about water issues—www.waterconsciousness.org
