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Making arguments by entering into an existing conversation

A. Quiet writing—ten minutes

B. Return homework—a note on keeping track of your work—5 minutes
C. In small groups, review your notes about Hunt’s first chapter.

Collaborative task for chapter one: what is her argument, and how does she make it? Make a poster that includes your group’s rendition of  version of the argument Hunt makes in chapter one, plus a reference to the two or three passages you agree as a group help to illustrate how her argument moves along. Then, come up with some questions to share back with the group as a whole. To begin, assume that what she says is valid, and ask yourselves about the implications of her argument for us now. Then, assume that her argument has limitations, and ask yourselves what those limitations might be, and identify the questions you would want to pursue.  Name anything else your group wants to pursue, and add all these questions to your posters. 
Bring posters back by time agreed on, (note time here__________) and we will have a seminar/discussion.

Collaborative task for chapters two and three: break into new groups based on chapter you selected, and do the same thing.  Bring posters back by agreed upon time, (note time here __________) and we will use these as a way to brainstorm ways to “enter this conversation” about human rights. 

Turn in homework.
Homework for next week:
Read chapters four and five in Inventing Human Rights. Do the same kind of analysis of either chapter four or chapter five as you did with the previous chapter: write a sentence describing the central argument in the chapter; list three passages that best outline the “moves” Hunt makes as she develops her argument; explain in your own words what Hunt’s argument is; and then list some ways you might “join” this conversation about human rights—what question or issue or implication might you pursue?  

The homework and in-class work for tonight and next week lays the ground work for your first “serious” essay, which is an argument about human rights that draws on Hunt’s book as one of its primary sources. In all this reading and writing and talking, be thinking about what the kind of question you might want to pursue.

