Chapter notes:
Chapter one:

I. Human rights could only flourish when people learn to think of others as their equals, as like them in some fundamental fashion (p. 58)

Moves

1. recognizing novels popularity

2. correlation between novels and empathy

3. novels help people articulate what they wanted—autonomy

4. empathy was essential for the emergence of human rights

Implications: how does today’s media (TV, movies) play into Hunt’s ideas of story creating empathy?

II. 18th century readers learned empathy through novels which leads to human rights: pg. 38, pg. 39, pg. 58
Questions: how did the lower classes come in to the movement of human rights?

How did human rights come to spread in the rest of the world? What novels should be introduced to youth to help encourage empathy? Why did novels effect people more than the theater?

III. The epistolary novel and its contemplative characters give rise to the emotions that cross all boundaries and improve empathy.

· Everyone has inner feelings, and by extension, they had something to relate with others. They made it possible to portray what they felt for others in their everyday lives.

· Learning to empathize opened the path to human rights but it did not insure that everyone would be able to take that path right away.

· What has come before this period regarding human rights? Or outside the boundaries of the French, English or American countries?

· In the media we are often asked to empathize with violent or anti-social characters. How does this impact our view of human rights now?

· To what degree does personal empathy actually guarantee human rights?

· Empathy demands identification.

IV. Novel reading led to social empathy.

1. We can only identify with his suffering by virtue of our imaginations (pg. 65)

2. Courtiers, clergy, military officers and all manner of ordinary people… (pg. 36)

Chapter two:

I. Central idea—with the advent of enlightenment thinking, perceptions and methods of prosecution changed

· Bodies gained a more positive value

· Public torture ceased to serve the intended purpose. It became entertainment

· Torture wasn’t a valid method to extract truth

· Rehabilitation was possible because of new ideas regarding the nature of the body and the soul. People were perfectable. 

Limitations:

· If torture is an ineffective method to extract truth why is it still in existence? The absolute truth cannot be guaranteed.

· If there was a move away from religious justification for laws and penal codes, why are we still currently using that kind of justification?

· Do you believe that religion is what laws are based upon? Should they be? Should different religious practices be judged differently?

· What were religious views at the time regarding salvation and the state of the the body after death, and how did that affect torture methods and death penalties?

II. The shift from torture to a more humane way of punishment resulted from the individual’s view of the human body: bodies gained a more positive value as they became more separate, more self-possessed, and more individualized over the course of the 18th century, while violations of them increasingly aroused negative reactions.   As well, what was needed in addition to empathy—indeed, in this case a necessary precondition for empathy with the judicially condemned was a new concern for the human body.

Implications:

· How can human rights be universal if views of the human body differ from culture to culture?

· How is our current practice of torture in government changing our ideas of the self-contained body?

· Correlation doesn’t mean causation (mechanism of connection)

· Why are we still debating human rights and its applications if it was created so long ago?

III. As the human body gained more dignity and people recognized individuality and separateness, the idea of torture became negative:

a. “since pain and the human body now belonged only to the individual, not the community, the individual could no longer be sacrificed to the good of the community or to a higher religious purpose” (pg. 97)

b. “all humans have the same physical and mental organization and therefore that experience and education, rather than birth, explain the differences between them” (pg. 110)

c. “a civilized nation can no longer follow ‘atrocious old customs’” (pg. 75)
d. Novel and writing in first person influenced the legal system and how people perceived the law (pg. 105)

IV. Torture ended because the traditional framework of pain and personhood fell apart. Because of empathy.


-body became sacred and unique


-people noticed the defects of public punishment to autonomous individuals


-public opinion reached authorities and changed penal laws

Questions:


-how is a self-enclosed body defined?


-how was public punishment a sacrificial rite?

Chapter three:

The act of ‘declaring’ gave the individuals more credibility of having rights.

a. over the course of the 17th century, it increasingly pertained to the public statements of the king. In other words, the act of declaring was linked to sovereignity. (pg. 114)

b. shaming a criminal could be carried out in the name of society and law but not in the name of religion or the king. (pg 142)

