Hayden, Arizona Timeline!

Hayden, Arizona, is located approximately 90 miles southeast of Phoenix on State Highway 177. The town was founded in 1912 to provide housing for the workers at the Ray open pit mine complex and the copper smelter complex, originally built by the Kennecott Copper Company. The town has a current population of approximately 900, and shares many services, including the local school district, with the town of Winkelman, population 600, located one mile to the south. The towns also share a common history with the emissions from the ASARCO plant. The ASARCO Ray Complex is composed of the Ray mine and the Hayden Smelter. The Ray Mine was started in 1880.. One of the first owners of the mine was Ray Copper Company. This company transitioned to Ray Consolidated Copper Company (RCCC).

1887: Winkelman was founded.

1909: Hayden was started as a company town to provide housing for workers supporting the mining and smelting operations.

1912: The ASARCO Hayden smelter began operations to process ore from the Ray Mine.

1920: The first emission controls placed upon the smelters were installed. The smelters within the complex operated with these minimal emission controls until 1969.
1933: Kennecott bought the Ray Mine from RCCC.

1955: Hayden named the 1955 All American City.

1958: The ASARCO Hayden smelter stopped receiving ore from Ray Mine at which time Kennecott began operation of its own Hayden smelter.

After 1958: The ASARCO Hayden smelter began receiving concentrates from Pima, Duval, Bagdad, Cyprus, Silver Bell, and Mission mines.

1970: Clean Air Act amendments require that controls be installed to limit SO2 emissions in the plant.   Asarco adds acid plants in 1969 and 1971 to reduce SO2 and particulate emissions.
1974:  A 1,000-foot double-shell concrete stack was built by ASARCO to discharge exhaust gases from the smelting operations, which replaced the 300-foot reverberatory furnace stack and 250-foot converter stack.

1982: The Kennecott smelter was shut down.

1983: ASARCO completed modernization of its Hayden smelter, which included construction of a second sulfuric acid plant to capture and reuse sulfur dioxide (SO2) emissions produced during smelting, as well as construction of a wastewater treatment plant to recover process water from the sulfuric acid plant for reuse.

1984: State authorities detect high arsenic levels in an abandoned jail located just a few blocks west of the ASARCO smelter.  They begin more investigations.
1986: ASARCO’s smelter renewed processing ore from the Ray Mine, and ASARCO bought the Ray Mine Division from Kennecott.

1990: Health Services study shows that lung cancer rates in Hayden are 50 percent higher than in Tucson and Phoenix, the two major cities in the state.
December 1995: A study completed in December 1995 examined lung cancer mortality rates in six Arizona copper smelter towns (Globe, Kearny, Superior, Miami, Hayden, and Winkelman). This study was prompted by a 1990 ADHS (Arizona Department of Health Services) study, which found lung cancer mortality rates 50% higher for the Gila Basin residents compared to Pheonix or Tuscon.
1999: ASARCO sold to Mexican affiliate Grupo Mexico.

June/July 1999: Arizona Prevention Center, an affiliate of the University of Arizona (UA) dealing with environmental and occupational issues, and ADHS conducted a health survey of the residents of Hayden and Winkleman to determine childhood blood lead levels and child and adult urinary arsenic levels.

2005: Lin Nelson and Anne Fischel begin work on the “No Borders” project in 2005 when they taught at Evergreen in a program entitled, Local Knowledge: Community, Public Health, Media Activism and the Environment.  They begin to interview and document experiences of people living and working in Ruston Washington, Hayden Arizona and El Paso Texas.

June 2, 2005: The United Steelworkers (USW)  says that the Union and Don't Waste Arizona (DWAZ), a non-profit environmental organization which works to enforce environmental laws, take the first step toward filing a lawsuit against ASARCO, under the Emergency Planning and Community Right-To-Know Act of 1986 (EPCRA) for what appears as insufficient reporting of the use and release of toxic chemicals into the environment from the company's copper mining and smelting operations in Hayden

August 27, 2007: Local residents speak out supporting the EPA in their decision to name the areas of Hayden and Winkleman a Superfund site.

January 8, 2009:  ASARCO considers sale to Sterlite Industries (India) Ltd.

