Environmental Health Program
Fieldtrip to Tacoma,  February 3, 2009

Schedule: 

8:30 Drivers at Parking Lot C pickup area

9:00 (or a few minutes later, as we wait for bus arrivals):  Depart

10 – 11:15… Meeting in Ruston (small municipality, part of Tacoma), 

        Site: Chinese Christian Church, 5025 N Pearl St., Ruston

        Speakers: Glenn Rollins, Tacoma Pierce County Health Dept.

                          Amy Hargrove, WA Department of Ecology

                          Virginia Carpio, Ruston resident, Ruston Connection 

11:30 – 12:30… View Ruston and Asarco site, Onsite Containment Facility
12:30- 1…. Point Ruston Development

                   Conversation there with Sherri Forch, longtime resident and 

                   Possibly representative from MC Construction, developer

1:30-3… Thea Foss Park, Thea Foss Parkway, Tacoma

        Speaker/Host: Leslie Anne Rose, Citizens for A Healthy Bay

        Leslie will be giving us an overview of Commencement Bay history,

        Superfund, community efforts.  

3 – depart for Evergreen 

Important Information: 

Maps, directions will be available at 8:30 when we gather to carpool. 

Remember to bring $1.50 to help with gas expenses

Remember to bring baglunch, as we may be moving around too quickly to do      much lunch shopping

Lin’s cellphone (360-359-3658), in case of any navigational challenges, etc. 

Preparatory Reading: 
In addition to the array of readings provided in Week 3, please take some time to familiarize yourself with key resources re: Environmental Health, the key agencies, Superfund and community resources.   These are:

http://yosemite.epa.gov/R10/CLEANUP.NSE/sites/cleanup  

Federal EPA     Look at Commencement Bay-Nearshore Tideflats
http://www.ecy.wa.gov/programs/tcp/sites/tacoma_smelter/ts_hp.htm
WA State Dept of Ecology; check out all features, esp. Soil Safety

http://www.tpchd.org Tacoma Pierce County Health Dept

Go to Safety sections, Dirt Alert, esp. Updates, Maps & Links

You might also want to look at the TPCHD Environmental Health Indicators Rpt 

www.healthybay.org    Citizens for A Healthy Bay; key organization, providing great overview of the history, activities. 

www.cityoftacoma.org    www.rustonwa.org    (to learn about the communities) 

www.pointruston.com  (to learn about the development at the old smelter site)       

