Environmental Health, spring 2009            Preview syllabus-in-progress

Spring quarter will be shaped around projects and built upon the knowledge base developed in fall and winter quarters.  (see February 19th handout)

The schedule below is under construction, as we consult and plan with guest speakers, regional environmental health consultants providing project support and laboratory staff on campus. 

Readings: Weekly readings will be drawn from various journals, such as the following: Environmental Health Perspectives; American Journal of Public Health;

Journal of the American Medical Association; New England Journal of Medicine; 

New Solutions: A Journal of Environmental and Occupational Health Policy; Toxicological Sciences; Toxicology; Toxicology Letters; and supporting references in the retrieved articles from various other journals such as but not limited to Cancer Research; Carcinogenesis; Environmental Research; Environment International; Environmental Science and Technology; Journal of Biological Chemistry; Journal of Toxicology and Environmental Health; Science; PNAS.  Selections from, government documents, nonprofit organizational materials, right-to-know and hazmat training materials, and the general press. 

We will read one key text --  Toxic Torts: Science, Law and the Possibility of Justice (Carl Cranor, Cambridge University Press, 2007).

Schedule:
Tuesday:   all-program sessions

                   9 – noon… Lecture/Presentation/Workshop

                   1-3………. Seminar/Journal Club/Workshop

Wednesday:  8/9 – 12/1  

                    Labs, Workshops, Project work, sometimes – special presentations

Friday:   9 – 12… Labs, Workshops, Project Work

               1:30- 3:30….all-program session: 

               End of week discussion, project reviews, workshops

Schedule adjustments may be needed for project-related fieldtrips, visits to the Legislature, project consultations, etc. 

Tuesday afternoon seminar/journal club readings will be organized in relation to morning sessions; Toxic Torts will be read over several weeks. 

Preliminary schedule below is for all-program sessions, events of interest. 

Students should notify faculty of events of interest to add to the program. 

The overall goal of the topics presented and discussed in spring quarter is to examine closely the details of each case study including identification of the pieces of original research evidence that is used in the policy or litigation, how it is presented, how it contributes to the decisions, the legal framework surrounding the case, the specific details of the litigation between two (or more) opposite sides and the impact of the decision or the status of the issue if it is unresolved. Your faculty will make a few selections of readings in weeks 1 and 2 and provide guidelines for you to find the key readings that will provide the shared reading base for weeks 3 and 4 and for each case thereafter for the rest of the quarter.  We will be reading selectively from the following: science journals, regulatory governmental documents, legal documents, popular press, and community materials.

Week 1:

Tuesday, March 31:   International Health: Science, Governance, Public Movements  -------- Selected Case Studies (E-waste, MBTE, textiles)

Afternoon journal club – selected articles on international environmental health.  

Wednesday, April 1:  Farmworker Awareness event – some/all of the program

Friday, April 3: Afternoon session on launching the projects. 

Week 2: 

Tuesday, April 7: International Environmental Health: Science, Governance, Public Movements -------- Selected Case Studies, continued. Possibly guest speaker, Suellen Mele, on cross-national collaborative work on e-waste.

Afternoon journal club – selected articles on international environmental health.

Friday, April 10: project strategizing.   

NOTE: WEEKS 3/4  In preparation for the Case Study on Libby MT/Asbestos, you will be doing 2 things: reading from Cranor’s Toxic Torts and following your faculty’s guidelines and example of the first two weeks, you will be selecting articles on the science, policy, litigative and community features of the Libby situation. 

Week 3: 

Tuesday, April 14: Case Study, part 1: Libby MT – WR Grace company, the EPA, the science of asbestosis/mesothelioma, and current litigation. 

Afternoon: discussion of selected readings on the case.

Friday, April 17: Afternoon session – Jude Van Buren, WA State Epidemiology, Environmental Policy. Discussion: Libby MT & NW environmental health.  

Week 4: 

Tuesday, April 21: Case Study, part 2: Libby MT – WR Grace company, the EPA, the science of asbestosis/mesothelioma, and current litigation.

Afternoon: discussion of selected readings on the case. 

Friday, April 24: Afternoon session  -- project progress reports. 
The rest of the quarter:  

Other topics/readings will examine the following:

Selected legal cases, scientific developments and debates, reproductive health science and policy, occupational health, environmental medical practice. 
Invited guests:

Liliane Bartha, MD, MPH, specialist in occ/env medicine. A talk on Environmental Medical Diagnostics and Community Health Education.

Elise Miller, Kate Davis, representatives from the Collaborative on Health and the Environment, and the Institute on Children and Environmental Health

Panel of commentators on WA State Policy Developments, including NGO representatives, agency science staff and WA Legislator 

Weeks 5-9 will be organized around these topics and guests and relevant readings. Week 10 will be project presentations. 
Special events, Week 6: 
Connections with the “13 Grandmothers”  -- indigenous women and global environmental health, sustainability and justice – and Synergy Conference 

Wednesday, May 6: 

9-10: Meeting with Dr. Jose Suarez-Torres, physician/EH leader from Ecuador.

10-noon: workshop session with the Grandmothers.

