Teaching, Learning, and Schooling: Synthesis seminar papers

Fall MIT 2010 --  Widening the Circle:  Seeking Inclusive Education

Questions and Product

Throughout the first quarter we will closely examine the questions: What is learning? What is teaching? On Friday, December 5, as part of your portfolio, you will submit a final paper, using APA format, which answers the above key questions.  During winter quarter, you will add to your paper answers to the question: What are the relationships of teaching and learning to schooling? You will then submit a revised paper incorporating all your thinking and conclusions about teaching, learning and schooling.

Purpose

Within the maze of schools, textbooks, assessments, schedules children and youth, basic questions like How do people learn? What is a teacher’s role in student learning? often get lost. Student learning is your central goal. Teaching in a way that supports student learning is your task. The paper is intended to help you figure this out.

 The paper will also provide a venue for you to address the following expectations:

· Teacher Candidates will demonstrate a written understanding of learning theory and its application to teaching and education systems. (Standard 5.3)

· Teacher Candidates will demonstrate an integrative knowledge of learning theories. (Standard 5.3)

· Teacher Candidates will demonstrate the ability to produce a document using APA conventions.

· Teacher Candidates will demonstrate the ability to write a thesis-driven expository essay.
Process

Seminar preparation

In preparation for seminar each week, you will develop a visual map that helps to describe some issue/concept/argument presented by the text you read for that week.  (See visual map assignment & links to resources on visual maps on the handout link of our webpage).  Part of this preparation will involve deciding which visual map will best help you to organize the author’s information and analyze the concepts.  You will include a short paragraph that relates the significance of the author’s issue/concept/argument to your understanding of learning, teaching and/or schooling.  You will also identify a provocative or puzzling passage from the text along with 1-2 questions that the text provoked for you.  Bring your maps to share with your colleagues to seminar every Friday.  Hand in your maps to the faculty along with the drafts of your papers on your assigned days (see below).
Weekly seminar papers

Each week you will also write a thesis-driven seminar paper based on the texts we read.  You will add to and modify this paper weekly, building up to your final Teaching, Learning, and Schooling paper.  Each paper should answer the questions:

· What is Learning from this author(s)'s perspective?

· What is Teaching from this author(s)'s perspective?
After the first week, you will modify and synthesize your thesis statement to incorporate each week’s new readings in order to show your understanding of learning theory and its application to teaching and education systems.  In addition to explaining what the authors say about the nature of learning and teaching, make sure to:


· compare and contrast how authors' views are alike or different, 
· examine and revise what conclusions you can draw about the nature of learning & the implications for teaching, and
· use the seminar paper rubric as a guide.

(Note: As you read, notice and keep track of what the author states/implies about the nature of schooling. By the end of winter quarter, you will incorporate into your paper issues of schooling and the relationship of teaching and learning to schooling.  For now though, focus your attention on learning and teaching.)
This is a progressive synthesis paper. This means, you will need to rewrite to make major revisions to the paper each week, not merely add on.  The final paper may not exceed 12 pages.

Papers 
· Beginning in week 3 revised hard copy due on Tuesday morning. (see schedule below)
· Hand in the revision along with the following documents:  (i) draft, (ii) summary of colleague’s feedback with your plan, (iii) self evaluation on rubric, and  (iv) visual maps of relevant texts (see explanations of these parts below).
· Keep ALL papers on a disk AND a second back-up source (either another disk or hard drive)

Basic formatting

· Word processed and saved on computer/thumb-drive/disk
· Double-spaced, one-inch margins

· 12-point font

· Follow APA 5th edition guidelines 
Posting weekly seminar papers on ELM

Seminar groups will be split into groups A and B. Groups A and B will rotate posting their papers to ELM every other week. Over the quarter, you will post your papers four times. In addition to posting your papers for feedback, please provide peers with specific instructions about what you want them to address in their responses. Beginning in week 3 seminar papers (Group A) must be posted to ELM by 5pm Wednesday evening. 

Providing feedback for colleagues

An important aspect of graduate school is learning that both revising and editing are ongoing and substantive processes, much more substantive than correcting spelling and grammar. Beginning in week 3 you (Group B) will provide feedback on two of your colleagues’ papers. Feedback primarily should focus on ideas and content, guided by the author’s instructions. Begin your online feedback with a summary statement of your gut response to the paper. Be honest, informative and constructive. Then refer to the writing rubric to evaluate the ideas and content, using language of the rubric (not the headings, but the key phrases embedded in the rubric). A schedule of who is giving feedback to who will be provided so that you respond to different papers each week. Online feedback needs to be complete by 6 p.m. Thursday evening.
Incorporating feedback from colleagues

As the author, you have control over how you incorporate your colleagues’ feedback. After reading your colleagues’ feedback, briefly summarize their suggestions. What recommendations and critiques did they make? How do you plan to incorporate their feedback? Submit your revised seminar paper to your seminar instructor on Tuesday morning of the following week. Please staple your summary of your colleagues’ feedback and ways in which you used their feedback to your revised paper. Include your initial paper so we are able to see how you incorporated the feedback. Also include the visual map seminar preparations of the texts that informed your evolving essay.
Assessing your own writing

Prior to submitting your paper to your seminar leader, evaluate your writing using the writing rubric and staple that evaluation to your paper for submission. 

Additional notes

Make sure that you do write each week, building on what you learn from each book during the quarter. Just because you don’t have to submit your paper on your off week doesn’t mean you should delay in adding to and modifying your paper. Also note, it’s quite likely that your thesis will change along the quarter as you learn new things.

Note: If you struggle with your writing skills we would like to provide additional feedback for you to increase your probability of success within the program. We reserve the right to require a weekly submission of your seminar paper for our additional feedback.  We may also require that you seek assistance with the writing center. 

We wish you great success and learning!

	Week
	Group A
	Group B

	one
	Seminar prep #1 Everyone hands in seminar paper on Seeing Voices about: 

· The author’s ideas about the nature of language and learning;  

· His ideas about biological and cultural factors involved in learning;  

· His assertions about the relationship between learning and schooling; and

· Your questions and insights about your future work as an educator. 



	two
	EVERYONE ON FRIDAY submits paper on teaching & learning, incorporating ideas from Seeing Voices and Mistakes Were Made. This will give faculty a chance to see students’ work early on.  

  

	three
	Posts 
	Feedback

	four
	Submits revised and feedback
	Posts

	five
	Posts 
	Submits  revised and feedback

	six
	Submits revised and feedback
	Posts 

	seven
	Posts
	Submits revised and feedback

	eight
	Submits revised and feedback
	Posts

	break 
	
	Submits revised

	nine
	EVERYONE: Formal peer review of pen-ultimate draft.  Students will organize trio in-person peer review sessions outside of program time.  Up to this point students will probably have seen the evolving paper.  Here is an opportunity for you to help each other make sure the whole is coherent and logical before handing in a final to us.

**  Everyone submits final seminar paper Friday, December 5 **


