Informing your Practice as a Teacher

Library Research & Masters Paper – MIT 2010

The goal of this assignment is to help you identify possible questions for your master’s paper.  They should be questions that you have energy to learn more about and that you are willing to sit with for at least a year.   Focus in on something specific that will help you refine or inform your practice.  A second goal of this assignment is for you to make sure that there is a research base available to inform your question. 
In that light, include the following in your Advancement to Candidacy Portfolio:

1. Pose 2-3 possible research questions (as opposed to topics) and provide a rationale for why they are important/relevant to your work as a first year teacher. 


2. Identify at least 5 research articles for each question that would be relevant to informing your questions.  These articles should meet the following criteria:


· Tap into at least 2 of the databases we learned about (ERIC, Psych Info, Government documents, Ethnic News Watch, Sociology Index)

· Include at least one qualitative study, one quantitative study and one literature review.  


3. For each article (i) cite the reference in APA; (ii) briefly explain in your own words why it's interesting/relevant; (iii) identify whether or not it is published in a peer reviewed journal. 

Workshop outlines & Homework assignments.

Week 4:  Students began brainstorming possible areas of interest and began eavesdropping using the tools they know.  
 

Week 6: Introduction to Research logs.  
Presentation on searching for articles in ERIC:  Identifying the language of your topic areas.
How to locate articles at Evergreen and through interlibrary loan (ILLIAD).                  

HW for next week -- identify 3-5 articles relevant to your area of interest.  Bring in abstracts.   Fill in research log & reflection on how your area of interest is becoming more specific.  
 

Week 7:  
Distinguishing between different types of articles.  
Develop strategies for finding different types of articles.


What’s a peer reviewed article?  How would I know?

HW for next week -- find 3-5 more articles relevant to your area of interest.  If you have not yet found quant, qual or lit-review articles, make sure the articles you look for are in these areas.   Remember, one of your goals for this project is to not only identify possible MP questions, but to also establish that you have a research base to tap into.  Bring in abstracts.   Fill in research log & reflection on how your area of interest is becoming more specific
 

Week 8:  Peer review possible MP questions.  
Searching with Sarah – trouble-shooting, addressing lingering puzzles, etc.  (Remember, you can/should look for Sarah before today as a way to troubleshoot).   

HW for next week -- find 3-5 more articles relevant to your area of interest.  .   Fill in research log & reflection on how your area of interest is becoming more specific
Week 9:  Exploring Government Documents 


Identify the kinds of information that could be relevant to informing your MP questions.  
HW for next week id at least 1 piece of Gov information relevant to your topic area
 

Week 10: Continued exploration of Gov. Docs. with your MP question in mind.
 

