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Context and Purpose for this Seminar Preparation

You may experience a dynamic tension in our expectations of how you work with the texts in this program.  We want you to be efficient readers, but not so efficient that you become gullible and passive users of information.  We want you to be efficient and active as readers.   We want you to identify, remember and be able to work with key ideas from the readings.  We want you to be able to critically examine those ideas.  How are you going to decide whether the author has made a well founded argument?  What are the strengths and weaknesses of the argument?   What are the implications of the author’s arguments for your understanding of the nature of learning or for your practice as a teacher?  What will be the implications of that practice for diverse learners?  This kind of preparation and thought is what’s involved in “informing your practice as a teacher”  -- one of the central goals of this Masters in Teaching program.

Furthermore, in The Art of Changing the Brain, Zull points out how important it is for learners to both gather information and to experiment with ideas if they are to achieve a deep understanding.  He points out that just gathering information without transforming it in some way, leads to a shallow understanding.  On the other hand, playing and experimenting without using or taking in new knowledge will foster little growth or comprehension (see pages 38-45).   
For this set of assignments, we ask you to create and experiment with visual maps as a way to help you deepen what you notice and critically engage with as a reader.    By creating visual maps of your readings we invite you to do more than simply remember what the author has said, but to also sort through, categorize, prioritize, find relationships among ideas and applications for them.  David Hyerle (2000), a researcher and educator, says that visual maps can act as “tools for students to discover what they know as they creatively weave strands of information in to meaningful knowledge”  (p35).    This is precisely what we want you to do – weave the strands of ideas the authors present into patterns of meaningful knowledge that can inform your understanding of the nature of learning, teaching and schooling.
With that said, the purpose of the visual map assignment is to help you: 


1. identify and work to understand some key concept/issue/argument from the text; 

2. begin to critically examining the nature, validity and implications of authors’ ideas; and

3. consider the implications of that concept/issue/argument for your understanding of the nature learning, teaching and/or schooling.
These visual map assignments are also designed to help you come prepared to contribute to seminar discussions with your observations and questions that are informed and provoked by the readings. 

Your Task

1. Each week create at least one visual map for each seminar reading: that 


(i) captures a central concept/issue/argument raised by the author; 

(ii) identifies the key related ideas & evidence used to illustrate the concept/issue/argument you chose to focus on; 
(iii) purposefully uses space and symbol to communicate the nature of the concept/issue/idea; and that  
(iv) cites page numbers on your map that would help you later find the ideas you refer to in seminar or as you work on your synthesis paper.
2. Write a short paragraph that explains how this concept/issue/argument gets you thinking about the nature of learning, teaching and/or schooling.


3. Identify a provocative or puzzling passage that you think would be useful for us to discuss as part of our exploration of the nature of learning, teaching and/or schooling.   

4. Identify 1-2 questions that would help us to use the text and each other as resources to: (i) help clarify and examine what the authors’ are saying; (ii) explore the relevance of the authors contributions to our understanding of learning, teaching and/or schooling; OR (ii) make and examine connections between the text and the things that we are learning in other areas of the program.
Be prepared to share and refer to your seminar preparation (visual maps, writing and questions) every seminar with your colleagues.   Hand in these preparations to your faculty together with the drafts of your Teaching Learning Schooling paper.
NOTE:   You can work with someone…  
Visual map resources 
Unlike mind maps where you are essentially brainstorming ideas and finding relationships among the bits of prior knowledge you already hold (see for example http://www.12manage.com/methods_mind_mapping.html ).  The visual maps we are asking you to create are more like graphic organizers.  See the links below:

· Designs for thinking (http://www.mapthemind.com/thinkingmaps/thinkingmaps.html#themaps)
· Graphic organizers (http://www.edhelper.com/teachers/graphic_organizers.htm?gclid=CO-2n8ek5pUCFRsRagodXUMQeg )
These maps ask you to notice and illustrate the nature of the relationship among the ideas you are mapping more specifically.  For example:

· Are you illustrating a comparison?  If so…what kind of a map will help you to illustrate the details of the comparison.  

· Are you outlining a system?  If so, what kind of a map will help you show the flow of this system?
· Are you outlining a set of steps?  If so, what kind of a map will help you to illustrate the order of those steps?
