Adolescent Development & Communication
MIT -- Winter 2008 – UPDATED SYLLABUS IN GREEN  1/29/09
Learning objectives 

Implicit theories of adolescence:

What you’ll learn:  To develop a metacognitive awareness of the self within the broad range of themes and experiences of adolescence.    To notice how what you bring from your past as an adolescent relates to what you see and how you respond to the adolescents you work with.  

You will develop this awareness by (the learning opportunity):  

· writing autobiographical reflections on the themes of adolescence we read about

· examining both themes and individual differences in our stories, the adolescent literature and seminar texts.

You will demonstrate your awareness by (assessment):  

· writing a summative reflection in which you identity the factors that might influence your interactions with and decision making for adolescents.
Theories of cognitive, moral, and identity adolescent development

What you’ll learn:  To inform and broaden your implicit theories about adolescence by taking into account other theories of adolescent development that may be relevant to you as teachers.  To apply and examine how the theories both inform what you notice about adolescents and how you make decisions to support their learning and development.

You will develop your knowledge of other theories (the learning opportunity):  

· through readings and presentations on theoretical perspectives;
· by analyzing vignettes from field experiences through the lens of the theories; and
· by analyzing an adolescent literature text through the lens of theoretical perspectives on individuation, identity and cognitive development.
You will demonstrate your understanding of the theories by (assessment):  

· analyzing a vignette using the theoretical lenses we worked with; and
· examining implications for teaching using the theories and experiences of adolescence.

Communicating with adolescents

What you’ll learn:  To use a series of communication strategies for engaging with adolescents and their parents, in ideas, issues and problem solving.  
You will develop your skill with these communication strategies by (the learning opportunity):
· Reading How to talk so kids can learn at home and in school
· Applying the strategies to classroom vignettes
You will demonstrate your knowledge and skill with the strategies by (assessment):  

· Completing an internalization exercise (quiz () on the steps that each of the strategies entail
· Role playing a problem solving scenario and a parent conference (performance assessment)
The syllabus on the next page reflects the current plan for our work together.  Of course, all good plans are not set in stone, but use assessment and observation to be responsive to the ongoing needs of the learners.   I will keep you abreast of any changes.

Activities
Music/Poem  from youth

· Each week one of you will set the tone for our work by bringing in a poem or a piece of music that is either (i) relevant to your life as an adolescent; (ii) that is popular among the youth today;  or  (iii) that relates to the theme for the previous/current week as you understand it.  

Autobiography & Reflection on your adolescence
· Each week you should take time to reflect on your own adolescence and spend at least 30 minutes writing a reflection on the significant experiences, issues, and influences on your life during that time.  Each week take a moment to consider how the concept discussed in the prior week influences what you notice and how you make sense of your experience.
Literature circle

· Week 3 – Come prepared to discuss short story that I’ll hand out in class.  

· Week 4 -- Come prepared with a short summary of the book as a way to introduce the text to your peers.  As part of that summary identify the key adolescent characters in the story, the context of the story, the general issue and plot of the story, and the issues of adolescence book draws attention to.  

· Between weeks 3 and 7 you will each come prepared to class with a specific passage (page # /quote) from your novel that is relevant to the theme for that week.  A passage that you could use to examine the way youth think about ideas/issues, grapple with their role as adolescents, their autonomy, identity or issues of right and wrong and fairness using the lenses of the theories that we discussed.  

· You will work with your literature circle group to analyze specific passages and address guiding questions relevant to the theory for that week.
Communication
· Each week you will practice the communication strategy outlined in the Faber chapters for the week in two ways:  You will  (i) role play vignettes informed by your experiences in the field as well as ones that I bring in using the strategy for the week; and (ii) practice the strategy by writing practice dialogues each week as homework.  
Assessment & Feedback strategy:
Formative assessment (i.e. how I”ll learn about your understandings) and Ways in which you’ll receive push back on your thinking: 
· Regular peer dialogue/feedback in class on use of theories and communication strategies.
· I’ll collect your work (i.e. autobiographies, communication dialogues) each week to help me notice themes in your developing conceptions and questions.  I will not necessarily provide individual feedback on each piece of your work.  Rather, I’ll often provide group feedback in class and I’ll build what I learn from you into the learning opportunities for the following weeks.  As a result the focus/content for each week may change.

Summative assessment (i.e. ways in which both you and I will be able to see what you have internalized and been able to apply from the content of the learning objectives).   Here, I’m reiterating the 3rd part of each objective on page 1.  
· Internalization exercise (quiz) on communication steps and strategies (week 7)

· Problem-solving and ideal conference role plays (week 9)

· Summative reflection in which you identity the factors that might influence your interactions with and decision making for adolescents. (due week 10).
· Analysis of vignette using theoretical lenses (week 10)
Schedule:

	
	Adolescent Development 1:00 – 2:30
	 Communication 2:45 – 4pm

	Week 1
	Implicit theories about 
· Reflection on your adolescence 
· Vignettes on adolescence from the field
· Make sense of vignettes using our implicit theories about adolescence.  Using these vignettes to begin identifying and examining those implicit theories about adolescence. 

· Generate questions about adolescence.
· Form literature circles

	Week 2
	Conceptions of adolescents 
through the world and words of adolescents.


	Feelings
Due today: 
· Read Faber Intro 1&2
· Read Atwood, N “Making the best of adolescence” p51-71
· Bring in newspaper articles about adolescents, magazines directed at youth, written by youth, etc.


	Week 3
	Individuation  & autonomy

	Problem solving

Due today: 

· Chapters 3 & 4.
· Write a dialogue for 2 whole class and 2 individual vignettes using strategies from chapters 1 & 2.
· 30 minute autobiographical writing on significant moments from your adolescence 

· Read short story  TBA

	Week 4
	Brain & cognitive development 
	Constructive response vs. praise
Freeing a youth from playing a role

Due today
· Chapters 5 & 6

· Write a dialogue for 2 whole class and 2 individual vignettes using strategies from chapters 3 & 4.
· 30 minute autobiographical reflection on your experience of autonomy, parents and/or peer groups in middle school. 
· Finish Adolescent Novel – identify passage on how youth think about, problem solve or make sense of issue.

	Week 5
	Identity development
	Due today

· Autobiography:  After writing your story for 20 minutes, take 10 minutes to write about how what you learned about through the jigsaw teaching on autonomy, cognitive development and environmental fit creates a lens for making sense of your story. 

· Communication (NB change in assignment from syllabus):  identify a  role (different from one’s worked in class) that student can get stuck in – write out 2 scripts - one that would get student stuck in role/ one that would help student release from role (5 minutes)


· Identify 1-2 passages/scenes in adolescent novel that help(s) to illustrate the ways in which interests/concerns of identity are illustrated themselves in 1-2 characters in novel.   



	Week 6
	Racial & ethnic identity development


	Due today 
· Read chapter 7 – the ideal conference
· 30 minute autobiographical reflection on your developing identity in middle school
· identify passage from Adol. Novel  on TBA

	Week 7
	Gender / sexual identity development

Due today

· 30 minute autobiographical reflection on your developing identity in middle/high school
· identify passage from Adol. Novel on TBA
	Internalization exercise: communication steps and strategies
Due today

· Memorize the steps for each of the communication strategies

	Week 8
	Moral development
Due today

· 30 minute autobiographical reflection on your developing conceptions of fairness, right & wrong in middle/high school
· identify passage from Adol. Novel on how youth grapples with fairness, rules, what’s right & wrong, or other moral issue.

	Week 9
	Performance Assessment: role play PROBLEM-SOLVING AND IDEAL CONFERENCE.  Make sure to memorize the steps!    You will each be part of a 45 minute small group role play sometime MONDAY afternoon 3pm-5pm OR   TUESDAY between 1pm and 4:45pm   

	Week 10
	Summative assessment:  Apply what you know to your work as a teacher
· analyze a vignette using the theoretical lenses we worked with.  
· examine implications for teaching using the theories and experiences of adolescence.
· Identify questions and next set of learning goals regarding adolescents
Due today

· Review notes on theoretical perspectives

· Summative reflection on your autobiographical writing in which you identity the factors that might influence your interactions with and decision making for adolescents. Include with autobiographical entries you’ve written all quarter.



Phinney Tatum Cross

· how use information influence how frame classroom rules & how frame conversation with adolescents…  How your identity and culture play into what you think is an appropriate rule.

Lesson format:

= 15 minute sharing of own experiences – themes/issues? 

= 20 minute presentation of concept from theory

= 40 minute literature circle & responses to focused questions focusing on one passage from fiction

= 15 minute peer review.

Feedback – catch examples of effective analysis and feedback… 5-10 minutes into the initial process.

