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1. Flyvbjerg B.  Making Social Science Matter: Why Social Inquiry Fails and How it     

can Succeed Again. New York: Cambridge University Press; 2001. Flyvbjerg has    written a book that emphasizes the importance of phronetic research and thinking in modern scientific rationale. He presents a model and method for progressing beyond the “science war” impasse that we often times find ourselves in, and from this nuanced interpretation of scientific rationality there emerges a new place for social science in its applications to all aspects of modern life. This book will be valuable because it describes a progressive framework for scientific interpretation.

2. Gleason HA. The Individualistic Concept of the Plant Association. American Midland 

Naturalist. 1939;21:92-110. Gleason’s article discusses a new approach in interpreting plant associations. He goes into great detail to describe the vegetation unit as a temporary and fluctuating phenomenon that is wholly dependent on the selective forces of the ambient environment. The importance of his work is in its historical context – we get a sense of the ecological ideas present at that time, which enables us to understand how they have developed into current concepts. 

3. Kent M, Coker P. Vegetation Description and Analysis: A Practical Approach. Boca

Raton: CRC Press; 1992. Kent and Coker have written a very detailed and technical work on the quantitative and qualitative approaches to describing and identifying vegetation.  It describes specific methods for each approach along with a narrative of how to perform the technique.  This will be a good source for information regarding plant identification and in analyzing and critiquing the methods employed by other researchers who have done research concerning vegetation.

4. Langenheim JH. Early History and progress of Women Ecologists: Emphasis Upon 

Research Contributions. Annual Review of Ecology and Systematics. 1996;27:1-53. Langenheim has written a lengthy narrative concerning the role of women research ecologists. It is a chronological work that uses short biographies of specific researchers throughout the last century to emphasize the important contributions of women ecologists. This work could be useful in balancing any analysis that depends on the literature and its large foundation of information. 
5. Worster D. Nature’s Economy: A History of Ecological Ideas. New York: Cambridge     

University Press; 1994. The underlying thesis of Worster’s book is that ecological ideas and perceptions of the natural world throughout history have been a reflection and by-product of contextual cultural values. He uses many specific scientists as examples to bolster his thesis and paints a convincing picture of the co-evolution of scientific thought and culture. His work will be helpful because one can trace the different ideas of different ecological disciplines through time.

