January 20, 2010

The Art of Adaptation

Reflecting on our unit: “In the Beginning”

15 minutes—

In-class writing in preparation for discussion:

Roger Shattuck writes,“There is no substitute for Genesis 3 in its stark suggestiveness, nor for Paradise Lost in its extended metamorphosis and dramatization of all that has grown out of the original. They vie with one another undiminished and make rival claims on our imagination in ways that illuminate both the riches of literary history and the long struggle to assemble a moral order”(74). 

Looking at all the adaptations of Genesis: Clifton’s “brothers,” Crumb’s “Genesis,” Milton’s Paradise Lost, visual images of Milton (adaptations of adaptation?), Simpsons “Adam and Eve,” what can you say about the way they “vie with one another” and “make rival claims on our imagination”? 

(Save this piece in your portfolio.)

