[image: image1.wmf]  The Evergreen Singers   Spring 2010 syllabus

2 credits Winter Quarter 2008 
Thursdays 6 to 8 p.m.
        Meets in Com 308
Enrollment capacity: 50




       Credit will be awarded in Chorus. 

Faculty: Marla Beth Elliott, 867-6096, elliotma@evergreen.edu, Mail stop Seminar II B2124

Administrative Assistants: Peggy Morgan and Tobey Casey
        Accompanist: Stephanie Claire 

Student fee: $7 for copying and rehearsal aids
Class Schedule 

Rehearsals in bold italics are in addition to regular class meetings.  Specific activities are subject to change.
	Wk
	Date
	Class activities
	Your homework before class

	1
	April 1st 
	Take roll, review syllabus 
View excerpts from film Awake My Soul
Vocal warmup

Learn fasola fundamentals

Learn  Fire Alarm 25T & New Britain 45T 
Interval of the week: the octave!
	None! Welcome! 

	2
	April 8th  
	Take mug shots
Vocal warmup: review octaves
Sing & sign covenant

Beginning music readers with Marla 
Work on scales,  rhythm, note values
Advanced music readers with Stephanie & Sonja: learn Hallelujah, 146; practice sight-reading
Whole group Learn Happy Land 354B & Lenox 40; sight-reading practice

Intervals of the week: one-three five!
	Practice singing octaves 

READ workbook pp. 1-13, 
Sacred Harp Rudiments chs. 1, 2, & 11; 
Review these songs:

Beginners: Happy Land 354B, 
Lenox 40
Advanced: the above plus Hallelujah, 146

	3
	April 15th  
	Answer questions on history, context of SH
Preliminary choice of roles for All-Day Singing
Vocal warmup: review one-three-five
Beginners with Marla: time signatures
Advanced with Sonja learn All is Well  122; practice sight-reading
Whole group sight-reading practice; Review: songs we’ve already learned with student leaders.
Interval of the week: the fourth!
	Practice singing one-three-five intervals
READ workbook pp. 14-31; 
Sacred Harp Rudiments ch. 5-9; 
Review these songs:

Beginners: Mear 49B, Northfield 155
Advanced: the above plus All is Well 122

	4
	April 22nd 
	Learn Minor scale!
Vocal warmup: review fourths 

Whole group works on minor scale songs 

Review songs previously learned  
Students practice leading
Sight-reading practice

Intervals of the week: MINOR one-three-five!
	Practice singing fourths

READ workbook pp. 32—45, 
Sacred Harp Rudiments ch 3; 
Review these songs:

Windham 38B, Detroit 39T, & Wondrous Love 159

	5
	April 29th   
	Review All-Day Singing etiquette

Vocal warmup: review minor one-three-five

Sectional rehearsals

Learn David’s Lamentation 268, Traveling On 208, Russia 107

Sight-reading practice
	Practice singing MINOR one-three-five

Review these songs:

David’s Lamentation 268, Traveling On 208, Russia 107

	
	Sat.
May 1st
	Field trip to Portland All-Day Singing:

Vans leave campus  8 a.m. 
	Bring SH book, water bottle

	6
	May 6th  
	debrief field trip
work on sight-singing, keeping time, leading
review all songs learned so far

sing through graduation music

check in on preparation for All-Day Singing
	Come to class prepared to lead your favorite SH song

Review graduation music: Alma Mater, Geoduck Fight Song,  and Traveling On 208

	7
	May 13th   
	Continue to develop skills in leading, keeping time, and sight-singing; learn new songs (see right column)
check in on preparation for All-Day Singing
	Review these songs: Wayfaring Stranger 457, Parting Friends (first) 267, Return Again 335

	8
	May 20th  
	Final Committee meetings for All-Day Singing 
Review  all songs 
	Review all songs we’ve sung so far, pick one song to lead

	
	Sun. 

May 23rd
	All-Day Singing 
9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. in TESC Longhouse

Be prepared to help with setup and/or cleanup
	Your committee’s work

LOTS of yummy food to share

Be prepared to lead a song

	9
	May 27th  
	Debrief All-Day Singing
Practice graduation music

Sing from Sacred Harp as time allows
	Review graduation music: Alma Mater, Geoduck Fight Song,  and Traveling On 208

	10
	June 3rd  
	Practice graduation music 

Sing from Sacred Harp as time allows
	Continue to review graduation music: Alma Mater, Geoduck Fight Song,  and Traveling On 208

	Eval wk
	June 10th 
	Meet in 117, rehearse graduation repertoire
	Memorize your part for Traveling On  208 
Bring music for school songs in black binder

	
	Fri. 

June 11th
	GRADUATION CEREMONIES

Meet in front of stage on Red Square  for sound check

Specific times TBA: approx. 12:30 p.m. to 4 p.m.  


Required Text for winter quarter:   
McGraw, Hugh, Ed. The Sacred Harp (1991 Revision).  Sacred Harp Publishing Company, 
ISBN 0-9727398-0-7 (available at TESC bookstore)
Principles and Values: 

The Evergreen Singers is a chorus of the whole Evergreen community.  Openness and inclusion are important core values for this group.  There are no auditions.  You select the section (bass, tenor, alto, or treble/soprano) in which you want to sing.  You are expected to be able to match pitches and carry a tune, to learn your parts, and to support your section and the whole chorus.  
Repertoire: This quarter, we will learn traditional American shape-note singing. (Commonly called Sacred Harp singing, after its best-known songbook). This tradition incorporates a notational system, a style of singing, a specific repertoire, and a set of social practices and values.  We will join other local shape-note singers at the annual Portland All-Day Singing on May 1st, and host our own All-Day Singing on May 23rd. 
Field trip to Portland All-Day Singing, Saturday May 1st
 The best way to “get” the experience of Sacred Harp singing is to participate in a large, full-day event with experienced singers.  We will take part in an All-Day Singing in Portland, Oregon, held from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 pm (or so), on Saturday May 1st.   Transportation will be provided in TESC vans (we need volunteers to drive the vans.). Every student should attend this event if possible; however, an alternate—and more time-consuming—assignment will be available for those with adamantine conflicts. 
Our All-Day Singing, Sunday May 23rd 

We will host the first ever Olympia All-Day Singing, from 9:30 to 3:30 on Sunday, May 23rd in the TESC Longhouse.  We expect singers from throughout the Pacific Northwest region to travel to Olympia to attend this event with us, and we want to be good hosts. Many hands make light work; every student is expected to support the administration of this event. We will create committees to set up, staff the welcome table, clean up afterwards, etc.  Our hosting responsibilities include providing a generous mid-day potluck lunch (called Dinner-On-The-Grounds in this tradition).  
Requirements for full credit:
To receive full credit, a student must have excellent attendance, conscientiously study and learn his or her parts, and fully participate in all class activities including field trips and the All-Day Singing. More than two absences may result in loss of credit. Attendance at the All-Day Singings and Graduation ceremonies, outside regular class time, is heavily weighted in awarding credit. We really mean it. Be there. Self-evaluations and faculty evaluations are strongly encouraged but not required

Non-Student Membership Policy:  
Faculty and staff only are invited to join The Evergreen Singers without enrolling. Such participants must fulfill the requirements for full credit.  They must also complete the “Non-Student Fee Form” and submit it to the TESC Cashier’s office with the quarterly fee.  Please give a copy of your receipt for the fee to Marla by the third week of the quarter. 
Studying At Home with Your Audio CD: 
Your audio CD contains three kinds of tracks: the first 27 tracks are audio accompaniment to the Workbook.  They are followed by MIDI rehearsal tracks for all sections for several key Sacred Harp songs (see track list at the back of your workbook).  On the MIDI tracks, you will hear one part louder than the others.  Rehearsal tracks for the Alma Mater and Geoduck Fight Song, which we will sing at Graduation, are at the conclusion of the CD.  
Learning to read sheet music is an integral part of Sacred Harp practice.  These few MIDI tracks have been included to give you a boost to early success and to help you test out your sight-singing ability.  As you develop your ability to read shape-note parts, you will no longer need this kind of help.  
Though it can be useful just to listen, it’s much more productive to study your audio CD with the workbook and printed music.  You will find that your “just listening” sessions are more helpful when you’ve also studied the printed score.  
Communication: Vital information is regularly conveyed via our curricular email list and web site.  

To join the tescsingers list via the web: 

1. Go to http://www.evergreen.edu/lists/ 

2. Scroll down and locate the Evergreen Singers list under "Program Lists" (the middle column) and click on the "subscribe" button to the right.  

3. Enter your email address and name.  Click "subscribe."

4. Click OK.

5. Go to/Open your email inbox.

6. Open new message from Evergreen Singers Lyris ListManager.

7. Click Reply and Send.  You will receive a confirmation.
Class web site:  http://blogs.evergreen.edu/evergreensingers
Developing your singing ability: 
CAMPUS VOICE LAB: Voice and ear training software, called Singing Coach, is available on campus in the Vocal Lab, COM 334. You can schedule time in the lab through the Communications building information office, COM 301, 867-6070.  This program will help you improve your ability to match pitches with your voice and to move between pitches with greater accuracy. 
If you’d like to buy the same thing to use at home, you can order Singing Coach from www.Carryatune.com . (The kids' version is about $25 and just fine; the adult version costs about $50.).  Unfortunately, they don’t yet make a version for Macs. But a simple pitch-matching program called Vocal Lab is available for Macs from www.rustykat.com (only $10, but not as many features as Singing Coach.)
Handouts for first day: 
1. Syllabus

2. contact info form (to be completed & returned to Marla)

3. Sacred Harp Singing School Workbook (with supplemental materials) 
4. Audio CD 
5. Non-student Fee Form for faculty  and staff singers only 

Sacred Harp Links:

http://www.fasola.org/   national website with lots of info and resources

http://www.shapenote.net  An invaluable learning aid! ALL the songs in playable MIDI notation!
http://pnwshs.org/  Pacific Northwest Sacred Harp singers: info on regional SH action

http://www.portlandsacredharp.org In Portland, you can attend a local Sacred Harp singing every week. 

http://www.seattlesacredharp.org in blog format, lots of good information
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