Notes from Kerry Peterson

-----------------------------

· we thought that the Greeks were not concerned with time at all
- we were also impressed with the fragment 13 which states  that all things come from the earth, and they reach their end by returning to the earth at last.
- Another issue that was brought up was that the Greeks always seem to be at war
- It was also thought that the Greeks were simple people
 
Questions:
 
ontology- what is monst real and why
cosmologiacal- chand and how, ordered unuiverse
epistemology-how do we know we know
matter and motion
can you come from nothig?
 
Conceptual context:
 
role of the gods
four elements
balance,opposite,harmony,proportion
oposites-duals
moderation
material vs.divine-more connected
religious mode-upward, downward and inward
 
In between:
free will

Notes from Eoin Higgins

------------------------------
Finding meaning in the unknown

those who study this know it well

we can explore

giving up your assumptions, what you think you know

we cannot know exactly what life was like in those days

but we can study ourselves through studying the ancient world

those who study are in a dialogue with themselves

perhaps the goal is to question ourselves

what do we have to change

a big number of us, those in this western civilization

we aren't going to find a certainty here

what were the big questions

these questions were original in their time

not divorced from context

but original in that they were different

how were these questions approached

theories?

one author calls it a dialectical narrative

changing the question and asking it in a different way

giving us meaning

learning math means you must continually do it

the stories of the myths and the philosophy keep it in our minds

the mathematical order of nature, the historical narrative will build this as it's thesis

as a matter of form

talk each day

give small lecture
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What were the early Greek questions?

How to apply reason to other areas of study besides mathematics?

What makes humans different than other animals?

Fragment six

What is the role of the gods?

What is everything made of?

What ways can you characterize the early Greek "Point of reference"?

Threes

ontological, what is most real and why

cosmological, how and in what sense change can occur

epistemological, how we can find validation in our knowledge

how things change and why

poets versus the philosophers

poets saw the world as unpredictable, as evidenced by the gods constantly at war

philosophers believed there was an order

an increased interest in the way things work, an increased interest in matter and motion

next section of reading is about the phases of reason, the four phases and how they are speaking to each other see page 13

we have no evidence they were talking to each other, and no evidence they were not

the presocratics that became materialists- things are most real

then those who believed everything was in flux

becoming and being

you either exist or not, which is being, and all is in flux, thus there is no being, all is becoming

you begin to see the separation between reason and being as well

Conceptual context

role of the gods

the four elements

balance, unity of opposites, harmony, proportion

opposites, duality

chthonic view of health

purification, healing the blight

cycles

moderation

free will

separation between material and divine, less there

upward way and the downward way, with the inward way as well as change

path and concepts of change

the passage between the four elements

If you are the center of the universe there is no up or down

breaking away from the up-down paradigm
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