The Early Socratic Dialogues of Plato.

Mathematical Order of Nature, Fall 2009

Here are questions to think about while reading Plato’s early Socratic dialogues (Apology, Crito, Euthyphro) and preparing for class discussion
1. Enjoy the readings. Plato portrays an admirable and inspiring moral character; an independent thinker with courage of convictions. Plato tells a good story. What do his stories about Socrates say about what is important in Socratic Philosophy?

2. Examine the critical dialectic method of Socrates. Can you reconstruct his arguments?

3. Notice the focus on consistent and universal definitions. Why does Socrates focus so much on definitions?

4. What is the source of knowledge suggested by these early Platonic writings about Socrates?

5. What is the philosophy of Socrates? Can you articulate it (well, perhaps various components of it)?

6. What does Socrates mean by true belief? How does he distinguish between true belief and knowledge?

7. What does Socrates say or imply about the soul, or the true nature of man, or the source of man’s true nature?

8. What is considered real in Socratic philosophy?

9. What are the objects of knowledge in Socratic philosophy?

10. In what significant ways does Socratic philosophy differ from Presocratic philosophies? What are the distinctions in the kinds of questions they were asking or the way in which they were asking the questions?

11. What components of Socratic philosophy have been incorporated in 17th - 20th century science? 

