Political Economy & Social Movements

Winter 2010
Synthesis Paper # 1
Due: First Draft-Wednesday, January 27th for Writing Workshop in Lecture Period

Final Draft Due Friday, February 5th in Seminar  
A synthesis essay requires you to relate the themes of different readings to each other in a clear analysis and argument. Your final essay should be 5-7 pages long and draw convincingly from at least 3 or more of the recent readings, as well as lectures, films, and prior program readings. It should work with the program materials to show your reasoning, evidential support, and careful judgment in the development of your thesis. These essays are used to verify that students have understood the themes of the readings and lectures.  The essay and readings cover material from the first 5 weeks of the quarter.
Please take care in your writing. This means treating your readers with respect by drafting, organizing, revising, and proofreading your essay.  It should be presented with appropriate grammar, sentence structure, citations, and the usual bibliography. It should have page numbers and a title.  

Please see Evergreen Library’s Citation& Style Guide page for reference. http://academic.evergreen.edu/curricular/stilllooking/reference/Citation%20Guides/citationguideschicago.htm.  If the final paper does not meet the paper guidelines, you may be required to submit a second draft.

On Wednesday, January 27 you should have three (3) copies of a 2-4 page draft of your response paper that will be shared with your colleagues for suggestions for improvement in a writing workshop that will be lead by Savvina.  This will help in the production of a final draft, due the next week on Friday, February 5th. 

Choose one of the following 4 questions.  

Question 1
Based on your readings of the books by Hahnel, Folbre, Magdoff and Yates and some of articles for week 3, sketch out your views of  how a good economy/society would be structured and how it would overcome or address the current economic crisis.  Note: The focus of this paper should be a defense of an alternative society you are proposing and its principles, but you should also briefly explain the major causes of the current economic situation for the people of  the U.S.
Question 2

Compare and contrast different news sources on one or two days to compare what news is in different media and what news is left out, on the Topic of the Current Economic Crisis.  What are the sources of the news and how are different stories framed, “balanced”, ignored, etc.?  You should try to hear or read as many of these sources as possible (at least 2-3) for the day you chose to do your research.  Some mainstream and alternative sources include (in addition to their regular broadcast times and printed schedules, they are all available on-line): Morning NPR-KPLU (88.5FM) 8-9am; KAOS (89.3FM) “Democracy Now” 9-10am; a half hour of CNN news during the day; one half hour of  “All Things Considered” any time from 4-6:30pm on KPLU or KUOW (94.9FM); KAOS  “Free Speech Radio News” 5-5:30PM; “Counterspin”; one half hour national news broadcast from ABC, CBS, NBC, Fox (usually about 6 p.m.); the NY Times, and another paper such as the Seattle Times, or Olympian, for whatever day you listen to the electronic media  or the next day.  In addition to the media sources use at least two of the texts from the class.

Question 3

Using Rashid Khalidi’s book as a main source, describe the purpose and impact of US foreign policy, especially in the Middle East.  Integrate at least two other sources from the class such as the lectures on Cuba, the article by Samir Amin, the week four guest lecture by Sunera Thobani, the appropriate videos of week 3-5, and/or lecture by Larry on Imperialism.  

Question 4

Pick a topic of your choice that meets the criteria for the paper stated above.  Clear this topic with your seminar leader.

