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“New religions do not emerge in times of 

tranquility and prosperity,”

Anatoly Khazanov,

“Muhammad and Jenghiz Khan Compared.

The Religious Factor in World Empire Building”, 
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Emergence of Islam

– Important Dates in establishment of Islam

– Jahaliyyah (Time of Ignorance) – pre-Islamic 
Arabia and “environs”

– Life of Prophet Muhammad, founder of Islam 

– Qur’an and Hadiths

– Five Pillars of Islamic Belief and Practice



Important Dates

in the Establishment of Islam

• 570-632 – Life of Prophet Muhammad

• 610 – Muhammad receives first revelation

• 622 – Hijra from Mecca to Medina

• 624 – Battle of Badr against the Quraysh 

• 653 – Qur’an written











Jahiliyyah – Time of Ignorance, 

pre-Islamic Arabia and “environs”

• Emergence of mercantile society in Mecca and class 
divisions. 

• Trade disruptions. War between Byzantines and 
Sassanids to the north prevented free movement of 
trade caravans, negatively impacting the economy of 
Arabia. 

• Climate change. Fifty-year drought

• Theological drought. No dominant religion in own 
language and culture. 



Prophet Muhammad

Influences –

• Family

• Meccan politics

• Social class

• Economy of Arabia

• Religions – Hanifiyyeh, Jews



Qur’an

• Universal message

• Includes prophets and others from Hebrew 
and Christian sacred texts

• Beginning of transformation from oral to 
written culture

• Written in context of tribal codes 

• Adheres to geography of desert

• Addresses family and social issues 
resulting from war




