Final Writing Assignment



Critical Investigations Cohort

Due: Week 9 to your seminar leader



Rationale

Faculty presentations this quarter will be focusing on a set of shared questions relating to one of Evergreen’s “Five Foci,” a list faculty and staff use to describe our shared interests in promoting student learning. Specifically, your CIC faculty want to help you “link theory with practical applications.” 

http://www.evergreen.edu/about/fivefoci.htm

Here, then, are our questions: 

1) How are the skills associated with our academic disciplines applied in the world beyond academia? 

2) How are our disciplines presented in popular culture or in the mass media?

3) What are the gaps between our perception of how that discipline works and how it functions in practice? 

So, for instance, Rebecca’s lecture addressed the historical development of blood identification and characterization as an example of chemistry technology that fuels the divide between science and society. She also encouraged us to consider the ways in which our popular perception of forensic science is mediated by the mass media, as in the “CSI effect.” 

Description

For your final essay, we want you to apply these same critical thinking skills to a topic of your own choosing. This may be a topic that relates to your work within your “home” program, or something you know about from your previous academic study. 

In this paper, which should be 3-5 pages (typed and double-spaced) in length, and should have a clear thesis or argument, we would like you to address the following questions: 

1) What are some common perceptions around your topic?

2) What are some of the realities about this topic, and what evidence do we have that these are demonstrable facts?

3) What are the gaps between perception and reality when it comes to this topic?

4) Why do you think these differences exist? How might the faulty perceptions surrounding this topic serve their own function within mainstream American culture?

5) How does this gap between perception and reality figure in your own life? Why were you interested in the topic to begin with, and how might your own experiences have affected your analysis? 

Example: 
So, for instance, you might consider the popular perception that “human beings only ever use 10% of their brains.” 
1) You would describe this misperception and some places (in the mass media, in surveys and studies) in which it has been documented. 

2) You would then summarize some of the most recent research on the brain, and you might find that while not every neuron is firing at the same time, most of them do not go “unused.” 

3) You would then explain, without restating your earlier points too much, that there’s a difference between not using large chunks of your brain and not using them all at once. 
4) In rounding out your argument, you might look at some psychological or sociological surveys that describe popular attitudes toward human intelligence. You might hypothesize that we live in a profoundly anti-intellectual culture in which not using all of one’s brain is often a point of pride. Or you might hypothesize that we as Americans always like to believe that something better is on the horizon – that we’ll just keep improving and getting smarter and someday we’ll be able to figure out solutions to all the horrible problems we’ve caused each other over the last couple thousand years. Note: You might not have hard and fast evidence for this claim (it would take a whole book to explore) but you should reference steps 1-3, and make sure that your own logic is internally consistent with itself. We want you to take a mental leap here, but not without seeing the implications of where you’re headed. 
5) Finally, you might talk about how your own desire to maximize your brain capacity has helped drive your work as a college student – your desire to become a neuroscientist, perhaps. Or, you might talk about how adults in your life have consistently attempted to convince you that you could “do better” – and talk about what effect their comments have had on your learning, for better or for worse. 
 
A note on research for this paper

You should choose a topic for which you do not have to do a significant amount of library research, i.e. a topic in which you are confident that you already have a good handle on the facts. We are primarily interested in your analysis of the gap between perception and reality, and how well your writing analyzes that gap. We are less interested in having you demonstrate your research skills (or overextend yourself by attempting to develop a new area of expertise). That said, if you are using internet resources, you should always know something about who is publishing the information, and cross-check each piece of data with at least one other source. You may use whatever format you choose to reference your sources as long as you are consistent, and make a genuine effort to attribute data and ideas to the proper authors. 

Timeline

Week 5: In-class workshop. Bring a one-page outline and any other notes on your topic that you have so far.

Week 6-8: Create a draft and take it to the Writing Center. Depending on your particular writing process, you may wish to meet with a tutor once you think you have a nearly polished draft, or you may wish to come to them with your early-stage ideas: tutors are often as good at helping you begin the writing process as they are at helping you complete it. 

Week 9: Turn in final draft, with accompanying materials (see below). 

Checklist

By the end of Week 9, you should turn the following materials in to your seminar/workshop leader:

a) your materials from the week 5 workshop

b) your first draft or drafts

c) your completed final draft, with page numbers and references

d) an author’s note, describing any difficulties you had with the essay, the things you like best about it, and the things you changed from the first draft to the second or third 

Questions? Please don’t be shy about asking either Elizabeth (williame@evergreen.edu) or your program faculty as you work through this prompt. 

