Ecological and Social Sustainability

Student Expectations and Requirements
Winter Quarter, 2011

We want to be clear about expectations, but this doesn't mean we intend to be closed-minded about proposed changes. Specific expectations of the program are found in this and other documents distributed or placed onto program web site(s).  Please carefully read this and all information about the program and ask about anything you don't understand during the first week of classes. 

If you stay in the program, we assume you understand what is expected to earn credit and a good evaluation.

General expectations of the program are that students abide by Evergreen's social contract, and participate in every program activity.  We remind you that harassment and intoxication of any kind are forbidden by the social contract. If you have a within-program issue, seek resolution first with the faculty member involved.  If the problem is not resolved, then all program faculty will be consulted; if the problem is still unresolved, faculty and student(s) will first take the issue to the MES grievance officer, and then (if still unresolved) an academic dean. 

Students can expect faculty to:

1. Prepare and present lectures, workshops, and assignments to support students' learning and enhance understandings of the material.

2. Read, comment on, and return student work in a timely manner, usually within one week.

3. Notify students at any time if their work does not meet requirements for credit.

4. Provide written evaluations of each student at the end of the quarter evaluation conference.

5. Provide time (at an office hour, in lab, or by appointment) to meet individually with students.

Students are expected to be responsible for their own learning and that of others, and in particular:

1. Show respect for program themes, and for program members, even when disagreements arise.

2. Set personal goals that encourage stretching beyond current skills and abilities.

3. Attend classes, arriving on time with readings and written work thoughtfully prepared, and participate actively and intelligently in class; think deeply, creatively, and critically about material in readings, workshops, and lectures. 

4. Complete assigned work carefully and by the due date.  More than 3 late assignments could result in loss of some credit, or mention of that in the student evaluation.

5. Never copy material from another source into an assignment without citing that source.  Plagiarism is grounds for dismissal from the MES program and the College.
6. Maintain a portfolio of your work as specified by your Seminar Faculty.

7. Notify you seminar faculty in a timely manner about schedule conflicts or classes you will have to miss.  This notice should be written in an email and also directly communicated to the seminar faculty.
8. Complete a self-evaluation, to be turned in at the designated day and time at the end of the quarter, and an evaluation of your seminar faculty.

Students are encouraged to seek advice from faculty if they have questions about the program or about their electives and research. In particular, if you have difficulty completing assignments by the due date, including the reading, see your seminar faculty.

About late work:  If you hand in work late, we will provide feedback only if it arrives before we read that assignment.  If not, we will simply mark it as “completed”. Students who habitually hand in work late will have that noted in their evaluations.  

Be aware that NO incompletes will be awarded for this program, and that one week (or more) of absence could result in loss of credit.  If you cannot attend class some day, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed and make or find a copy of handouts; we suggest you find someone to contact about assignments or handouts. Leave a message (email or phone) with your seminar faculty if you will not be attending class. 

About missing class due to sickness:  The flu pandemic will likely be with us again this year; please get a flu shot!  If you suspect you have the flu (fever or chills and cough or sore throat, or runny nose, body aches, headache, tiredness, diarrhea, or vomiting), stay home (do not come to class) for at least 24 hours after you no longer have a fever or signs of fever.  Some of those you associate with (students, faculty, staff) might be at special risk if they catch the flu; don’t be the one to give it to them! While your education is generally best served by being in class and working with others, it is not served by being in class when you are sick.  We will post readings and assignments, and lecture notes (wherever practical) on the web so you can work from home. 
Snow Days:  In case of inclement weather (snow, earthquake), classes might be cancelled.  We will post information on the web site by 3pm that day, and Martha will post a voice mail message on her answering machine, (360) 867-6841.  Be aware that if the college is closed, the MES Program classes and activities are cancelled.  However, the College may be open and the MES Program, in the interest of safety, may cancel classes and activities if conditions warrant. 
Evaluation

Students in the MES program are evaluated consistent with the college’s evaluation procedure. Student work will be assessed on an on-going basis throughout the quarter. During the 5th Week of the Fall Quarter, faculty will evaluate all students’ work and a 5th Week Warning Letter will be sent to students whose performance falls below the normal range. Assessment is based on completion of assigned work, quality of that work, attendance, participation and professionalism consistent with graduate work. During Evaluation Week, which follows the 10th Week of the quarter, students must write a Self-Evaluation and meet with their seminar faculty leader. The seminar faculty leader will assess the student’s work and Self-Evaluation. A written Faculty Evaluation of Student Achievement will be filed and credit awarded (or not). After successfully completing ESS, the student will proceed to candidacy and the spring MES core program.  

