ASSIGNMENT FOR SNOW DAY – due Tuesday, March 1, 6pm.

Please bring hard copy of this short 1-2 page essay and your model to class Tuesday.

Please also post the short essay to the moodle, but if you do your model by hand (recommended), no need to post the model!

Over the course of the quarter you have examined major environmental issues such as the fisheries crisis and global climate change. To understand and act on these complex issues you have seen how a variety of models are applied. In addition, through your readings of Panarchy, Thinking in Systems, Week 8 modeling articles, and Dominique Bachelet¹s lecture, you were exposed to the theoretical basis of model design and had the opportunity to outline a general hydrological model.

Write a brief essay (1-2 pages) discussing your insights regarding the use, misuse, and adequacy of models in addressing environmental problems or solutions. Provide specific examples using models described in our readings, taking care to pick at least one from the Week 8 reading.

Design a model that illustrates the phenomena that you are working on in your candidacy paper. The model should reflect important stocks and flows, and illustrate your knowledge of how various factors might be causally related. Critique your model discussing its strengths and weaknesses in terms of accurately representing the phenomena or process that you are trying to reproduce. What measurements (data) are needed to run the model?   

