SYLLABUS and SCHEDULE

CONCEPTUALIZING OUR REGIONAL ENVIRONMENT (gCORE)

http://blogs.evergreen.edu/gcore
http://www.evergreen.edu/mes 
MASTER OF ENVIORNMENTAL STUDIES

THE EVERGREEN STATE COLLEGE

FALL 2010

Tuesday and Thursday, 6-10 pm, Lecture:  Sem 2 C1105
Seminars:  Sem 2 C2107, C2109, C3107

	Faculty
	Office
	Telephone
	Email 
	Office Hr(s)

	Judy Cushing
	Lab I,  1003
	360-867-6652
	judyc@evergreen.edu
	Wed. 4-5, or by app’t. 

	Martha Henderson
	Lab I, 3018
	360-867-6841
	mhenders@evergreen.edu
	T/Th 3:30-5; Wed. 4-5, or by app’t.

	Kathleen Saul  
	Lab II, 3271
	360-867-6716
	saulk@evergreen.edu
	Wed. 4-5, or by app’t. 


Students will be divided into three groups among program faculty for seminar and evaluation. Faculty will share teaching and curriculum development for the entire class.

Description

Conceptualizing Our Regional Environment (gCORE) is the first core program in the MES degree requirements. Taught only once each year as the inaugural class for new MES students, gCORE serves a number of functions. Its curriculum introduces new students to the MES program, to The Evergreen State College, and to the Pacific Northwest. The program also orients students to interdisciplinary, experiential environmental content and problem-solving. Faculty will present readings and lectures that inform and demonstrate for students how these curricular and programmatic challenges are achieved. Program expectations, specific learning strategies, skill-building, advising, and familiarization with campus resources also constitute major parts of the gCORE curriculum.

In addition to facilitating student success in the two-year MES program, gCORE focuses on environmental conditions and issues unique to the Pacific Northwest, including the geographic area east as well as west of the Cascades, British Columbia, Idaho, and Northern California. Many students are new to the general topics of environmental studies, the Pacific Northwest, and/or interdisciplinary learning.  All students will achieve familiarity with, or deepen their understanding of, regional dynamics, physical characteristics and ecological relationships; Native American tribal issues; environmental justice; and cultural landscapes of Washington, Oregon and Idaho. Adjunct faculty who teach ecology, energy, and economics based electives will be introduced to students through guest lectures. 

Major themes are explored at the regional level through readings, lectures, research presentations, workshops, and seminar. Readings, lecture topics, skill-building and research are outlined in the class schedule (in the syllabus and updated by week on the web). Please consult the syllabus for specific assignments, due dates, and class leadership requirements.  Additional specifics will be added to the class schedule as the quarter progresses, so students are asked to use the program web site as their primary source of program information:  http://blogs.evergreen.edu/gcore.  
Expectations

We want to be clear about expectations, but this doesn't mean we intend to be closed-minded about proposed changes. Specific expectations of the program are found in this and other documents distributed or placed onto program web site(s).  Please carefully read this and all information about the program and ask about anything you don't understand during the first week of classes. 

If you stay in gCORE, we assume you understand what is expected to earn credit and a good evaluation.

General expectations of the program are that students abide by Evergreen's social contract, and participate in every program activity.  We remind you that harassment and intoxication of any kind are forbidden by the social contract. If you have a within-program issue, seek resolution first with the faculty member involved.  If the problem is not resolved, then all gCORE faculty will be consulted; if the problem is still unresolved, faculty and student(s) will first take the issue to the MES grievance officer, and then (if still unresolved) an academic dean. 

Students can expect gCORE faculty to:

1. Prepare and present lectures, workshops, and assignments to support students' learning and enhance understandings of the material.

2. Read, comment on, and return student work in a timely manner, usually within one week.

3. Notify students by the end of the 5th week of the quarter if their work to date does not meet requirements for credit.

4. Provide written evaluations of each student at the end of the quarter evaluation conference.

5. Provide time (at an office hour, in lab, or by appointment) to meet individually with students.

Students are expected to be responsible for their own learning and that of others, and in particular:
1. Show respect for program themes, and for program members, even when disagreements arise.

2. Set personal goals that encourage stretching beyond current skills and abilities.

3. Attend classes, arriving on time with readings and written work thoughtfully prepared, and participate actively and intelligently in class; think deeply, creatively, and critically about material in readings, workshops, and lectures. 
4. Complete assigned work carefully and by the due date.  More than 3 late assignments could result in loss of some credit, or mention of that in the student evaluation.
5. Never copy material from another source into an assignment without citing that source.  Plagiarism is grounds for dismissal from the MES program and the College.

6. Complete a self-evaluation, to be turned in at the designated day and time at the end of the quarter, and an evaluation of each gCORE faculty.

Students are encouraged to seek advice from MES faculty if they have questions about the program or about their electives and research. In particular, if you have difficulty completing assignments by the due date, including the reading, see your seminar faculty.
About late work:  If you hand in work late, we will provide feedback only if it arrives before we read that assignment.  If not, we will simply mark it as “completed”. Students who habitually hand in work late will have that noted in their evaluations.  

Be aware that NO incompletes will be awarded for this program, and that one week (or more) of absence could result in loss of credit.  If you cannot attend class some day, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed and make or find a copy of handouts; we suggest you find someone to contact about assignments or handouts. Leave a message (email or phone) with your seminar faculty if you will not be attending class. 

About missing class due to sickness:  The flu pandemic will likely be with us again this year; please get a flu shot!  If you suspect you have the flu (fever or chills and cough or sore throat, or runny nose, body aches, headache, tiredness, diarrhea, or vomiting), stay home (do not come to class) for at least 24 hours after you no longer have a fever or signs of fever.  Those you associate with (students, faculty, staff) might be at special risk if they catch the flu; don’t be the one to give it to them! While your education is generally best served by being in class and working with others, it is not served by being in class when you are sick.  We will post readings and assignments, and lecture notes (wherever practical) on the web so you can work from home. 

Snow Days:  In case of inclement weather (snow, earthquake), classes might be cancelled.  We will post information on the web site by 3pm that day, and Martha will post a voice mail message.
Evaluation

Students in the MES program are evaluated consistent with the college’s evaluation procedure. Student work will be assessed on an on-going basis throughout the quarter. During the 5th Week of the Fall Quarter, faculty will evaluate all students’ work and a 5th Week Warning Letter will be sent to students whose performance falls below the normal range. Assessment is based on completion of assigned work, quality of that work, attendance, participation and professionalism consistent with graduate work. During Evaluation Week, which follows the 10th Week of the quarter, students must write a Self-Evaluation and meet with their seminar faculty leader. The seminar faculty leader will assess the student’s work and Self-Evaluation. A written Faculty Evaluation of Student Achievement will be filed and credit awarded (or not). After successfully completing gCORE, the student will proceed to the second core program in Winter Quarter.  
Required Reading
1. Atwood, Kay. Chaining Oregon.  McDonald and Woodward Publishing, 2008.

2. Brown, Cynthia Stokes. Big History. The New Press, 2007.

3. Goble, Dale, and Paul W. Hirt. Northwest Lands, Northwest Peoples:  Readings in Environmental History. Washington State University Press, 1999.

4. Jackson, Philip L., and A. Jon Kimerling. Atlas of the Pacific Northwest. Oregon State University Press, 9th edition, 2003.

5. Petersen, Keith C. River of Life, Channel of Death: Fish and Dams on the Lower Snake. Oregon State University Press, 1995.

6. Wallace, David Rains.  The Klamath Knot:  Explorations of Myth and Evolution.  University of California Press, 2003.

7. Worster, Donald. Nature’s Economy:  A History of Ecological Ideas.  Cambridge University Press, 2nd Edition, 1994.

Additional readings, as assigned, will generally be posted on the program web site.

Typical Class Schedule

Each 4-hour class session will typically (but not always) consist of: 

· lecture or workshop and question/answer session (~ 90 min),
· break (30-min),
· workshop or seminar (~90 min), 
· debrief of the evening or week, and preview of the coming week (~60 min).
Typical Weekly Assignments
Weekly writing assignments will consist either of responses to questions about the reading (250 words to one page) or more formal (2-3 pages) writing (Weeks 3, 5, 7).  Students are also asked to complete a Research Project, for which they will complete weekly writing, starting Week 5. 
Each week, students will typically be responsible for completing, as per the schedule below: 

· 1st draft weekly seminar writing, either short responses to seminar reading, or a longer paper (to moodle, Monday noon),
· Comments on two other student’s seminar writings (to moodle, Tuesday noon),
· Seminar reading (Tuesday in class),
· 2nd draft (for faculty review) of seminar writing (to moodle, Thursday 5pm),
· Hardcopy of seminar writing brought to class (1st draft Tuesday, 2nd draft Thursday),
· Weekly project assignments starting about Week 5,

· Any in class writing, as assigned.

All out of class (and in-lab, if so specified) writing assignments should be:

· Word-processed, double spaced, two sided or single sided, 11 or 12 pt font, 1” margins, and spell checked,
· In top right corner:  Your name, seminar faculty, Week #, date of submission,
· Centered, Writing Topic or Paper Title,
· Pages (if more than 1) should be numbered (in Word, use Header/Footer feature.
Course Portfolio (See Portfolio Handout for more advice).
Students are asked to organize all their work for this course in a “Course Portfolio”, typically a loose-leaf notebook.  This will be submitted to the students’ seminar faculty during the 5th week of the quarter and at the last class meeting, Week 10 of the quarter. 

Portfolio should include: hardcopies of the first and final drafts of each writing (including faculty comments on your papers), responses and peer reviews you write, responses and peer reviews (if any) you receive. Peer reviews (if any) will be done in seminar or on your own.
Quarter Schedule
Week 1, Sept. 27
Topics:

· Welcome and Faculty Introductions 

· Introduction to MES, core programs, and gCORE

· Class Portfolio and (briefly) Student Research Assignment (aka Term Project)
· Seminar Skills: Weekly writing, longer papers (Weeks 3, 5, 7), Seminar faculty assignments

· Course website, Evergreen accounts 

· Student Introductions – Profiles and Photos (bring a digital photo, or we will take it).

· Orientation to the Moodle (East CAL), Tuesday 8:30-9:45.  Upload profiles and photos, a ‘test’ writing assignment, and two ‘test’ comments on others’ writing.

· Thursday Lecture (Martha): 
Regional Identity: Pacific Northwest (PNW) Environment and Environmental Issues

Key Skills:  
· Interdisciplinary learning and collaborative problem-solving
· Navigating the program web site(s) and uploading writing and comments
Seminar Reading (for Thursday): 

· Big History 

· Northwest Lands, Northwest Peoples, Preface and Chapter 1

Look for the writing assignment (on the moodle) and post Thursday writing by 5pm.

Other Events:

Thurs. Sept. 30, 4:30 pm, Sem II, Room C1105, Sem II, Room C1105, MES Thesis Presentation:  Jeff Anderson, Comparing Endangered Streaked Horned Lark Fecundity to That of Other Grassland Birds (at Fort Lewis)
Week 2, Oct. 4 


Topics:  

· Geography of the PNW

· Sense of Place in the PNW

· Green planning in the PNW

Faculty facilitator:  Martha

Guest speaker:  Tuesday, 7pm: Craig Partridge, Policy & Government Relations Director, Washington Department of Natural Resources.  Perspectives on what makes Washington unique with regard to environmental decision-making, how the state compares to Oregon and Idaho on environmental policy.
Key Skills:  How to write a seminar paper

Seminar Reading: 

· Atlas of the Pacific Northwest
· Northwest Lands, Northwest Peoples, Chapters 2-5

Week 3, Oct. 11 

Topics:

· Geography of the PNW (con’t)


Faculty Facilitator:  Martha

Guest speaker: Greg Stewart, CMER Geomorphologist/Hydrologist, Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission, on GIS.  Putting yourself on the map: surveying and map making in the 19th and 20th centuries.  (incl.  coordinate systems)
Key Skills:  Mapping workshop

Seminar Reading:  

· Chaining Oregon 

Week 4, Oct. 18 


Topics:

· Ecology, Water and the PNW

· Tribal interests in water/salmon/dams

· Research Projects (Introduction)

Faculty Facilitators:  Martha and Kathleen


Guest speakers: 
· (Tuesday?) Gary Peterson, Evergreen Faculty
· (Thursday?) 2nd year Students’ Panel

Event:  Potluck with all MES students/GAEA



Seminar Reading:  

· Northwest Lands, Northwest Peoples, Chapters 7, 9, 11 & 12

· Tribes and Watersheds in Washington State, a case study by Jovana J. Brown,
· http://www.evergreen.edu/tribal/docs/Tribes_and_Watersheds_in_Washington_State.doc
Week 5, Oct. 25

Topics:  

· Global Climate Change Implications for Washington State and the PNW

· Project Topic Idea (short presentations by students and group meetings)


Faculty Facilitator:  Judy 


Guest speaker: 
· (Tuesday) Jeremy Littell, Research Scientist, Climate Impacts Group, Univ. of Washington
Event:  Mid-quarter student assessments


Portfolio due Tuesday


Seminar Reading:  

· Northwest Lands, Northwest Peoples, Chapters 5, 17 & 18

· State Report on Global Climate Change – as assigned

Week 6, Nov. 1 


Topics:

· Long Term Ecology Data Repositories (an introduction)

· Student research assignment: Proposal/question, brief essay, preliminary list of sources due


Faculty Facilitator (and Lecture):  Judy

Event:  Library Visit


Seminar Reading:  

· The Klamath Knot

Week 7, Nov. 8 


Topics:

· Energy in the PNW:  Nuclear Power and Alternative Energy

· Nuclear Waste Remediation, Pacific Northwest National Labs, Hanford
Faculty Facilitators:  Kathleen and Judy
Speaker:  (Tuesday), John Zachara, Sr. Chief Scientist for Environmental Chemistry and Fundamental & Computational Sciences Directorate, Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, Richland WA, Hanford’s Environmental Remediation (nuclear material), The Hanford 300 Area (http://ifchanford.pnl.gov/) 
Seminar Reading:  
· River of Life, Channel of Death 

· Reading (TBA) about the Hanford 300 Area.

· Reading about the Hanford Reach http://www.fws.gov/hanfordreach/ 

Week 8,  Nov. 15 


Topics:

· Energy in the PNW (cont’d)

· The Role of Hydropower

· Biomass and Biofuels

· The Regional economy/electricity

· Student research assignment:  Draft due


Faculty Facilitator:  Kathleen 

Guest speaker: Alan Hardcastle, Senior Research Associate, Washington State University Extension Energy Program

Guest Speaker:  Richard Bigley, HCP Research and Adaptive Management Team Leader, Washington Department of Natural Resources


Seminar Reading:  

· Northwest Lands, Northwest Peoples, Chapters 10 & 13

· Other, TBA

November 22-28 :  Happy Thanksgiving!  No Classes

Week 9,  Nov. 29 


Topics:

· Regional Political Ecology & Issues

· Regional Environmental Policy/Issues


Faculty Facilitator:  Martha

Guest speaker: Tim Quinn, Chief Scientist, Habitat Program, Washington Department of Fish and Wildlife


Guest speaker: Ralph Murphy, Evergreen Faculty


Seminar Reading:  

· Nature’s Economy
· Northwest Lands, Northwest Peoples, Wk 9  Chapters 11-21

Week 10, Dec. 6 


Student research assignments:  Final draft due


Events:  

Group Student Research presentations



Preparation for evaluations



Potluck



Sign up for Evaluation Conference

Evaluation Week, Dec. 13

Individual student conferences will be scheduled with your seminar faculty starting on December 15.  We might schedule program events for the days prior to then.  Draft Self Evaluations due at Conference (hardcopy).
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