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Here are some basic guidelines for writing an MES research paper. Each faculty or seminar leader may have specific requirements or suggestions, however the construction of a research paper, sections, citation guidelines and final drafts are common enough to warrant a general set of guidelines. The program emphasizes expository writing for research writing projects. Be sure to work with individual faculty requests and suggestions.  

1. A research paper is a reporting in on already completed research including data collection and analysis. The paper is written in present tense. You are not proposing research. Do not use the words ‘will’ or ‘should.’  

2. Writing is always in non-passive or active language. The writing should be as much lyrical and patterned as it is actively speaking to the reader.

3. The research thesis or question must be clearly stated on the first page, in the first paragraph if the paper is 10 pages or less.

4. The paper must be logical and user friendly without assumptions or jargoned language that only a few readers can understand.

5. The introduction and conclusion must ‘match.’ If they do not, you have not completed your research or analysis, or your writing is not clear.
6. Write several drafts. Ask at least one other person to read the paper and give you feedback. You are responsible for submitting a logical and well-written paper that convinces a reader of the legitimacy of your work. There should be no questions about what you are doing or your capacity to do the work. Often, your first draft gets you to your topic. Once there, you can really begin your project.
7. Keep very clear notes especially when referencing someone else’s work. Plagiarism and lack of adequate citation is not acceptable and grounds for dismissal from the program.

8. All work that is not yours requires a citation.

9. Use a standard format for citation and bibliography. 

10.  Always imbed maps, photos, graphs and charts on the page where you reference whatever is illustrated or immediate following that page if your illustration is a full page.

11. Illustrations must be identified with a Figure number. Followed by the title of presented information. Be sure to cite any figure’s source of data.

12. All papers must be word processed at a minimum of 11 pt text and a maximum of 12 pt text. Pages should have 1 inch margins. All pages must be numbered, however it is common not to show Page 1 on the first page. Page numbers should appear either centered on the bottom or on the right hand corner of each page. Use the word processer to place the numbers.

13. Place a title page in front of your first page of text. The title of your paper should be centered on the page. Your name and the date you turned in the paper should be centered at the bottom but within a 1 inch margin of the title page.

14. Do not think that you can start at the first paragraph and write to the last paragraph– this is a circular, iterative process. It is best to write the final draft of your intro last after completing the rest of the final draft.

15. Be absolutely sure that you have spell checked and proofed your paper!

Here is a basic outline with expectations of length for a 10 page paper. You could double these expectations for a 20 page paper:

I. Introduction  (1 page or at least three paragraphs)

II. Philosophical context and origins of thesis question within the context

Short description of sources of data, data collection process and analysis method. (2 pages)

III. Data – Describe your data. Use tables, charts and maps as necessary (5 pages)

IV. Analysis – Describe your analysis. Use illustrations as necessary (1.5 pages)

V. Conclusion – restate question, answer the question, offer suggestions for further work (.5 paragraphs)

VI. Bibliography

The illustrations and bibliography will add pages beyond the expected 10 pages of text. The title page is in addition to the text, illustrations and bib pages.

Think of the writing process as an hour glass. You begin with a wide recognition of your topic, then narrow to your specific question and data, than widen back out to the significance of your analysis and finish with a conclusion and suggestions for work back at a wider niche in the total topic under research.

In this system of expository writing, each paragraph is very important. Every sentence must serve the paragraph and paper. This is an economy of writing. Your readers will appreciate it and it will force you to write as clearly as possible.

Consult with the writing tutor who works only with graduate students. Expect to write at least two drafts before arriving at a complete paper. Another device that helps writers is to write an outline of your own paper. Is this easy and logical? Does it show a smooth transition from one section of your paper to another?
Content:  You are earning an MES degree. That means that your project topics must be from a systems approach, integrated, transdisciplinary perspective. You can reinforce these ways of thinking by writing a short paragraph in your introduction that states why your problem is bridging between disciplines and beyond silo’ed research in one field.

Your thesis must include a well-developed argument (one long paragraph) on the transdisciplinary context of your environmental thesis statement and research.

