DRAFT Program Description

Graduate Conceptualization of our Regional Environment (gCORE)
Evergreen Master of Environmental Studies, First Year Fall Core Program
Program Description:  Fall 2010-11

http://blogs.evergreen.edu/gcore
http://www.evergreen.edu/mes 
Taught once each year as the inaugural core program for students new to Evergreen’s Master of Environmental Studies (MES), gCORE introduced students to MES, Evergreen, and the Pacific Northwest, and oriented them to interdisciplinary problem-solving and environmental content. The program fostered students taking initiative and responsibility for their own learning. MES expectations, learning strategies, skill-building, advising, and familiarization with campus resources constituted major parts of the curriculum. In addition to facilitating student success in MES, gCORE focused on environmental issues unique to the Pacific Northwest: regional dynamics, physical characteristics, and ecological relationships; Native American tribal issues; environmental justice; and cultural landscapes of Washington, Oregon and Idaho. Skill building included mapping, writing, research skills, oral presentation to small and large groups, and information technology.  
Students were expected to: attend two 4-hour class sessions per week, participate in workshops, seminars, and discussions; write eight short papers drawing on weekly readings; write peer reviews of others’ papers; organize their own work into a portfolio; complete a 10-page research paper on a contemporary environmental topic of their choosing and orally present their research findings.  Readings included:  Brown’s Big History, Jackson and Kimerling’s Atlas of the Pacific Northwest, Atwood’s Chaining Oregon, Wallace’s The Klamath Knot,Petersen’s River of Life, Channel of Death, Zachara’s annual report of The Hanford 300 Area Research Project, selected chapters of Worster’s Nature’s Economy, Goble and Hirt’s Northwest Lands, Northwest Peoples, and additional articles.
Credit Equivalencies:


4 graduate credits:  Geography of the Pacific Northwest


4 graduate credits:  Political Ecology and Contemporary Environmental Issues
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