
 

I.  (Individually) follow the powerpoint review/mini-lecture about the answers for today’s assignment.  

Put a check    against largely correct answers, an  X    against largely wrong answers and a 

question part ? if you aren’t sure  

 

II   
    A.   Brief Plenary Discussion of Figure 3.1 cited in Eugenie Scott’s Evolution vs. Creationism: An 

Introduction     

 
 

Flat Eartherism, as the name suggests, see as many as 76 scriptural references, 

indicating that the earth is flatish (not roughly spherical). 

Geocentrism reject virtually all modern physics and astronomy (like the flat 

earthers) on scriptural grounds  

Young Earth Creationism accept heliocentrism, but rejects much of modern 

physics, astronomy, chemistry and geology concerning the age of the earth (on 

scriptural grounds put it between about 4000 and 6000 years old 

Old Earth Creationism accepts that the Earth is ancient.  It comes in several 

varieties 

      (1) Gap Creationism—gap between verses 1 and 2 of Genesis 1. 

      (2) Day Age Creation –―days of the Bible are not 24 hour days, but long periods  

of time  

      (3) Progressive Creationism—God created simple organisms, then later created 

others, thereby creating the ―fossil record‖. 

     (4) Evolutionary Creationism—similar to Theistic evolutionism, but with a more 

active role     allocated to God  

  The remainder of items on the continuum (Intelligent Design creationism, Theistic 

Evolutionism, Agnostic Evolutionism and Materialistic Evolutionism) are 

described in the text on the last two pages of this workshop. 
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B. Individually, read the description of these views. 

 

C. In small group:  Discuss.   Which position (if any) most represents your current view? 

 

 

 

III. Argument from Design (The teleological argument) 

    A  (In small Group) Discuss and if possible reconstruct William Paley’s  ―argument from 

design‖  as presented in the reading for today (section IV). Write it out in the space at the 

bottom of this sheet  What, if anything is wrong with it?  Is it sound? Does it have other 

failings, or strengths 

B. Plenary Discussion of argument form design. 

 

  

IV  “Seminar” on Readings 

 

A.(In small Group) Characterize the central features of Intelligent Design as presented in the 

readings, especially the "Discovery Institute materials‖ and the passages from Behe and 

Dembski  

 

 B.Seminar Discussion: of the strengths and weakness of the positions (Pro and Con Intelligent 

Design) contained in the readings.  Is (or could be) Intelligent Design and empirical (scientific 

Theory.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Critical Reasoning Assignment for Friday  May 20, Read C&P Ch 9 260 to end on 

arguments from analogy and convergent arguments, as well as all of Ch 11 on ―Putting it all 

together: Six Steps to Understanding and Evaluaton Arguments‖ 

 

 

Critical Exchange Assignment: Submit a brief progress report indicating any change  

or refinement in topic or group membership as well as a statement of the conclusion that 

will be affirmed or denied by the two teams.  
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