
 

I.  (Individually) follow the powerpoint  answers for today’s assignment.  Put a check    against largely 

correct answers, an  X    against largely wrong answers and a question part ? if you aren’t sure  

II Read the following Schedule and Description of Make up Exam  

WK 9  May 24 
            May 27 

Am  CR:  Experts and You  

(Read: C&P  Ch 12)  
  Pm    ER: Ethical Reasoning and You 

     Critical Exchange Preparation   

AM 8:00   Make up Exam 1, option 1  

      10:30  Review for Exam II, 
             Take Home portion of  Ethics exam Due 
Pm    Critical Exchange Preparation 

WK 10  May 31 
             June  3  

Am   Exam II, Makeup Exam I  option 2 
Pm   Critical Exchange preparation 

Am 9-12:30 Critical Exchange   

      Portfolio Due  

 
Critical Reasoning  Make-up Exam  Friday May 27 8 am or Tuesday May 31 after Exam II:   (100 points).  The 

Make-up Exam contains three (3) parts. The parts correspond to sections in the original Exam I Part I (Q1-Q10), 

Part II (Q11-Q17), Part III (Q18-Q24)  You can work on any one, two or all three as a make-up for your first exam.  

Your work on the various sections will count as a replacement for your performance on the relevant sections of the 

initial exam if your performance is an improvement (but if it is not an improvement it will not count against you.)  

If you pick a part, you must complete all items in that part to have it serve as a make up. PLEASE TURN IN YOUR 

FIRST EXAM WHEN YOU TAKE THE MAKEUP. Ask David if you have any questions  

 

 

III. A. In small group, Chapter 12 describes two ways of not facing the dilemma of being an Amateur in a 

World of Specialists:       (1) Relativism  and   (2) The Dogmatism of the “True Believer”. Discuss 

this distinction as presented on p. 343-345. 

B. Discuss the Proposed Strategy of dealing with the dilemma of being an amateur in a world of 

specialists.  What is it?  What are its strengths and limitations?   

      C. Plenary Discussion  

 

IV Notes on Comments concerning the Dunning-Kruger Effect.  Based on the paper Unskilled and Unaware  of  

It: how Difficulties in Recognizing One’s Own Incompetence Lead to Inflated Self-Assessment, David Dunning 

and Justin Kruger 1999. 

 

 

 

 

 

V.  In small group discuss the following  

 
How would you resolve the dilemma of whether to rely on experts or to figure out for yourself what to do if 

you faced the following situation? You are raising a child who begins to have severe behavioral problems, 

such as frequent temper tantrums, refusal to follow instructions at school or at home, and fighting with other 

children. Would you seek expert advice? From whom?  What if you get conflicting advice from two sources? 

How would you be able to tell whether the person advising you is manipulating you for his or her own ends, 

rather than helping you decide what is best for the child and you? 

 

Critical Reasoning Assignment for Friday (May 27)  Come at 8:00 for Exam I makeup. 

 Come at 10:30 for Description and Review for Exam II  Review: C&P chapter 6-12. 

  Thinking Straight Critical Reasoning WS 9-1    (May 24, 2011) 

1999Abstract: People tend to hold overly favorable views of their abilities in many social and intellectual 

domains.  The authors suggest that this overestimation occurs, in part, because people who are unskilled in 

these domains suffer a dual burden: Not only do these people reach erroneous conclusions and make 

unfortunate choices, but their incompetence robs them of the metacognitive ability to realize it.  


