SYLLABUS 

graduate CONCEPTUALIZING OUR REGIONAL ENVIRONMENT (gCORE)

http://blogs.evergreen.edu/gcore
http://www.evergreen.edu/mes 
MASTER OF ENVIORNMENTAL STUDIES

THE EVERGREEN STATE COLLEGE

FALL 2011
Tuesday and Thursday, 6-10 pm, Lecture:  Sem 2 D1105
Seminars:  Sem 2 D2107, D2109, D3107

	Faculty
	Office
	Telephone
	Email 
	Office Hr(s)

	Judy Cushing
	Lab I,  1003
	360-867-6652
	judyc@evergreen.edu
	Wed. 4-5, or by app’t. 

	Martha Henderson
	Lab I, 3018
	360-867-6841
	mhenders@evergreen.edu
	T/Th 3:30-5; Wed. 4-5, or by app’t.

	Carri LeRoy  
	Lab II, 3261
	360-867-5483
	leroyc@evergreen.edu 
	Wed. 4-5, or by app’t. 


Students will be divided into three groups among program faculty for seminar and evaluation. Faculty will share teaching and curriculum development for the entire class.

Description

Conceptualizing Our Regional Environment (gCORE) is the first core program in the MES degree requirements. Taught only once each year as the inaugural class for new MES students, gCORE serves a number of functions. Its curriculum introduces new students to the Graduate Program on the Environment, to the MES degree, to The Evergreen State College, and to the Pacific Northwest. gCORE focuses on environmental conditions and issues unique to the Pacific Northwest (WA, OR, BC, ID, and northern CA), highlighting the geographic area east as well as west of the Cascades in Washington and Oregon. Many students are new to the general topics of environmental studies, the Pacific Northwest, and/or interdisciplinary learning, but we recognize that some students will have exposure to these areas of study and are expected to deepen their understanding of gCORE topics. All students will achieve familiarity with, or deepen their understanding of regional dynamics, physical characteristics and ecological relationships in prairies, forests, deserts and waterbodies; Native American tribal issues; environmental justice; climate and energy issues; environmental economics and policy; and cultural landscapes of Washington and Oregon. We aim to demonstrate how the critical issues under investigation cannot be solved by individuals working alone, nor by teams from a single discipline, but must be addressed from an interdisciplinary point of view. Program themes are explored at the regional level through readings, lectures, field trips, research presentations, project work, workshops, and seminar discussions. 
In addition to investigating ecological issues relating to the Pacific Northwest, gCORE orients students to interdisciplinary, experiential, and cooperative problem-solving. Faculty will present readings and lectures that inform and demonstrate how these curricular and programmatic challenges are achieved. Program expectations, specific learning strategies, skill-building, advising, and familiarization with campus resources also constitute major parts of the gCORE curriculum. Adjunct faculty who teach ecology-, energy-, policy-, and economics-based electives will be introduced to students through guest lectures. 

Program activities are outlined in the Program Schedule (and updated by week on the web). Please consult the syllabus and schedule for expectations and requirements, assignments, due dates, and class leadership requirements. Additional specifics will be added to the class schedule as the quarter progresses, so students are asked to use the program web site as their primary source of program information:  http://blogs.evergreen.edu/gcore. 
Expectations

We want to be clear about expectations, but this does not mean we intend to be closed-minded about proposed changes. Specific expectations of the program are found in this and other documents distributed in class or placed onto the program web sites. Please carefully read this and all information about the program and ask about anything you do not understand during the first week of classes and throughout the quarter. 

If you stay in gCORE, we assume you understand what is expected to earn credit and a good evaluation. Students not meeting expectations will receive a 5th week warning letter alerting them of the possibility of receiving reduced credit. Not receiving a 5th week warning letter does not mean students are guaranteed full-credit and active communication with faculty is encouraged throughout the quarter. 
General expectations of the program are that students abide by Evergreen's social contract (http://www.evergreen.edu/about/social.htm),  and participate in every program activity. We remind you that harassment and intoxication of any kind are forbidden by the social contract. If you have a within-program issue, seek resolution first with the faculty member involved. If the problem is not resolved, then all gCORE faculty should be consulted; if the problem is still unresolved, faculty and student(s) will first take the issue to the MES Director or Assistant Director; and then (if still unresolved) the MES or TESC grievance officers. Failure to follow these steps in order constitutes a break in the social contract.
Students can expect gCORE faculty to:

1. Prepare and present lectures, workshops, and assignments to support students' learning and enhance understanding of the material.

2. Read, comment on, and return student work in a timely manner, usually within one week.

3. Notify students by the end of the 5th week of the quarter if their work to-date does not meet requirements for credit.

4. Provide written evaluations of each student at the end of the quarter evaluation conference.

5. Provide time (at an office hour, in lab, or by appointment) to meet individually with students.

Students are expected to be responsible for their own learning and that of others, and in particular:
1. Show respect for program themes, and for program members, even when disagreements arise.

2. Set personal goals that encourage stretching beyond current skills and abilities.

3. Attend classes, arriving on time with readings and written work thoughtfully prepared, and participate actively and intelligently in class; think deeply, creatively, and critically about material in readings, workshops, and lectures. 
4. Complete assigned work carefully and by the due date. More than 3 late assignments could result in loss of credit, or mention of tardiness in the student’s evaluation.
5. Never copy material from another source into an assignment without first paraphrasing the work in new words and citing the source, or quoting it directly with the appropriate and clear punctuation or spacing. Plagiarism is grounds for dismissal from the MES program and the College.

6. Complete a self-evaluation, to be turned in at the designated day and time at the end of the quarter, and an evaluation of each gCORE faculty.

Students are encouraged to seek advice from MES faculty if they have questions about the program or about their electives and research. In particular, if you have difficulty completing assignments by the due date, including the reading, see your seminar faculty.
About late work:  If you hand in work late, we will provide feedback only if it arrives before we read that assignment. If not, we will simply mark it as “turned in”. Students who habitually hand in work late will have that noted in their evaluations, and risk losing credit. 
Be aware that NO incompletes will be awarded for this program, and that one week (or more) of absence could result in loss of credit. If you cannot attend class, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed and make or find a copy of handouts; we suggest you find someone to contact about assignments or handouts. Leave a message (email or phone) with your seminar faculty if you will not be attending class. 

About missing class due to sickness:  The flu pandemic could be with us again this year; please get a flu shot!  If you suspect you have the flu (fever or chills and cough or sore throat, or runny nose, body aches, headache, tiredness, diarrhea, or vomiting), stay home (do not come to class) for at least 24 hours after you no longer have a fever or signs of fever. Those you associate with (students, faculty, staff) might be at special risk if they catch the flu; don’t be the one to give it to them! While your education is generally best served by being in class and working with others, it is not served by being in class when you are sick. We will post readings and assignments, and lecture notes (wherever practical) on the web so you can work from home when sick. 

Snow Days:  In case of inclement weather (snow, earthquake), classes might be cancelled. We will post information on the web site by 3pm the day of class, and Martha will post a voice mail message if class is cancelled. If no notice is given prior to 3pm, class will be in session.
Evaluation

Students in the MES program are evaluated consistent with the college’s evaluation procedure. Student work will be assessed on an on-going basis throughout the quarter. During the 5th Week of the Fall Quarter, faculty will evaluate all student work and a 5th Week Warning Letter will be sent to students whose performance falls below the normal range. Assessment is based on completion of assigned work, quality of that work, attendance, participation and professionalism consistent with graduate work. During Evaluation Week, which follows the 10th Week of the quarter, students must write a Self-Evaluation and meet with their seminar faculty leader. The seminar faculty leader will assess the student’s work and Self-Evaluation. A written Faculty Evaluation of Student Achievement will be filed and credit awarded (or not). After successful completion of gCORE, the student will proceed to the second core program in Winter Quarter. 
Required Readings
1. Atwood, Kay. Chaining Oregon. McDonald and Woodward Publishing, 2008.

2. Goble, Dale, and Paul W. Hirt. Northwest Lands, Northwest Peoples:  Readings in Environmental History. Washington State University Press, 1999.

3. Jackson, Philip L., and A. Jon Kimerling. Atlas of the Pacific Northwest. Oregon State University Press, 9th edition, 2003.

4. Worster, Donald. Nature’s Economy:  A History of Ecological Ideas. Cambridge University Press, 2nd Edition, 1994.
5. Crosby, Allen. Children of the Sun. This book is out of print, but we will make available assigned sections to students over the web. Some copies are also available on line. 
6. Luoma, Jon. The Hidden Forest. The Bookstore has sold out of this volume, but will order copies for those who still need it. See them as soon as possible, or order online.
Additional readings, as assigned, will be downloadable from the program web site.

Typical Class Schedule

Each 4-hour class session will typically (but not always) consist of (possibly not in this order): 

· lecture or workshop and question/answer session (~ 90 min),
· break (30-min),
· workshop or seminar (~90 min), 
· debrief of the evening or week, and preview of the coming week (~15 min).
Typical Weekly Assignments

Any time we have an assigned reading for seminar, short response questions will be due in class or before. Seminar assignments will generally consist of reading for seminar and short responses to questions about the seminar reading (1-3 sentences for each question, maximum of one page):

1. In your estimation, from your reading of the assignment, which of the author’s findings is the most important to the program themes, or to your own work in environmental science?  Say why. 

2. Among the various claims the author(s) makes, state one with which you find fault or that you find particularly good.  Say how you might counter or help support his or her claim. 

3. Articulate one question from the reading that you would like to discuss in seminar. 

Students will also be asked to submit papers as follows:  

1. Informal one page response to reading of scientific papers (Week 1)

2. A formal (3 page) paper (Week 3, with substantive revision Week 5). 

3. Students are also asked to complete a Research Project on Public Perceptions in the PNW of Climate Change that will include (among other assignments): annotated bibliography, qualitative and background research, a first and final draft, and presentation.  This work will commence Week 6 of the quarter. 

Students will also be responsible for reading and reviewing the writing of their peers, and for additional weekly assignments (See “other assignments” on gCORE schedule, and weekly updates to the web.

All out of class (and in-lab, if so specified) writing assignments should be:

· Word-processed, 1.5 spaced, two-sided or single-sided, Times Roman, Ariel, Calibri, Palatino 11 or 12 pt font, 1” margins, spell-checked, and proof-read.
· In top right corner:  Your name, seminar faculty, Week #, date of submission

· Centered, Writing Topic or Paper Title, and “Revision #” if this is a revised paper
· Pages (if more than 1) should be numbered (in Word, use Header/Footer feature).
Course Portfolio (See Portfolio Handout to be distributed Week 2 for more advice).
Students are asked to organize all their work for this course in a “Course Portfolio”, typically a 3-ring binder. This will be submitted to the students’ seminar faculty during the 5th week of the quarter and at the last class meeting, Week 10 of the quarter. 

Your portfolio should include: 1) hardcopies of the first and final drafts of each writing assignment (including faculty comments on your papers); 2) responses and peer reviews you write; 3) responses and peer reviews (if any) you receive. Peer reviews (if any) will be done in seminar or on your own; and 4) other assignments (field notes, formatted data, evaluations, etc.). 
Quarter Schedule:  See gCORE Schedule (at a glance), for schedule as of September 27, but check the web site weekly for updates, in particular for assignments!
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