MiT Autoethnography

Fall 2011
Autoethnography is a form of self-narrative that places the self within a social context. In Researching Your Own Practice, British mathematician and teacher educator John Mason observed, “Change is not something that you do to other people, but something you do to yourself, following the maxim that ‘I cannot change others, but I can work at changing myself.’ Growth and development is seen as a maturation process, a process of transformation, not a process of tinkering as if adjusting the settings on some machine.”
 

Standard V in Washington’s Teacher Education Standards expects candidates to “demonstrate capacity of the knowledge and skills for professional development, which ensures a positive impact on student learning by developing reflective, collaborative, professional growth-centered practices.” (5.2.1).

In order to begin to address the complex challenge of changing oneself and developing reflective, growth-centered practices, candidates write a series of three short narratives about experiences of the self within particular social contexts. Through these narratives candidates have the opportunity to identify some of their own biases and cultural encapsulation. Candidates will post these narratives on moodle to their seminar leader by 8:30 am on Friday of weeks two, four and six (October 7, October 21 and November 4). 

Writing prompt due Friday, October 7

The MiT program description states, “We must challenge our prevailing ideas about schooling, teaching, and who we serve to become advocates for all our students.” In this narrative, describe a time in which you advocated on behalf of someone else. As you craft your writing, consider the following: What drew you into the role of advocate? How did you proceed? What were your challenges? What were your strengths? If you had it to do over again, how would you proceed differently? After you complete the narrative, draw on each of the following socio-cultural lenses to reflect on the events: 

· How did your identified race/ethnicity impact your experience? 

· How did your identified socioeconomic class impact your experience? 

· How did your identified gender and sexual orientation impact your experience?

· How did your identified religious/spiritual orientation impact your experience?  

Writing prompt due Friday, October 21
The first use of the term decolonization occurred during the third-world independence movements following World War II. New nation-states formed from former European colonies. To decolonize, however, involves more than merely winning wars of independence. The process of decolonization means overcoming many years of colonizer ideas of normalized dominance, power and powerlessness. According to transnational feminist theorist Chandra Mohanty, “Decolonization involves profound transformations of self, community and governance structures. It can only be engaged through active withdrawal of consent and resistance to structures of psychic and social domination.”
 

In this narrative, describe two life events in which you were in the presence of structures of psychic and/or social domination. In one event, you engaged in resistance or actively withdrew consent and in the other experience you chose not to intervene. As you craft the first piece, consider the following: What motivated you to resist? How did you proceed? What were your challenges? What were your strengths? If you had it to do over again, how would you proceed differently? As you craft the second piece, what caused you not to intervene? What were the challenges you chose not to take on? If you had it to do over again, how would you proceed differently? After you complete the narrative, draw on each of the following socio-cultural lenses to reflect on the events: 

· How did your identified race/ethnicity impact your experiences? 

· How did your identified socioeconomic class impact your experiences? 

· How did your identified gender and sexual orientation impact your experiences?

· How did your identified religious/spiritual orientation impact your experiences?

Writing prompt due Friday, November 4

Psychological resilience is a lifelong process in which people develop a positive capacity to cope with stress and adversity. The MiT program description states, “If public schools are to prepare students for public life in the future, our work demands that we teach students resilience; issues of fairness, equity and justice; and how to adapt to new, sustainable perspectives.” The capacity to become resilient provides support to remain committed to sustainability, social and ecological justice.
In this narrative, describe a stressful or adverse life event in which you developed the resilience necessary to remain engaged and committed. As you craft your writing, consider the following: What form did the process of resilience take? How did you proceed? What were your challenges? What were your strengths? If you had it to do over again, how would you proceed differently? After you complete the narrative, draw on each of the following socio-cultural lenses to reflect on the events: 

· How did your identified race/ethnicity impact your experience? 

· How did your identified socioeconomic class impact your experience? 

· How did your identified gender and sexual orientation impact your experience?

· How did your identified religious/spiritual orientation impact your experience?
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