Washington State Standards Self-Assessment Project

Goals: 

· Teacher candidates will become familiar with state-identified skills and knowledge all students should have. 

· Teacher candidates will identify strengths and weaknesses in their own content knowledge related to these standards

· Teacher candidates will develop and action plan for how to address areas of weakness in their content knowledge.

· Teacher candidates will develop an action plan for how to address

· Teacher candidates will identify the relationships among content areas for curriculum integration and thoughtful teaching 

· Teacher candidates will identify key aspects of school learning to prepare students for citizenship in a pluralistic society.

Standard 5.1:  Effective Teaching- A successful teacher candidate demonstrates capacity of the knowledge and skills for effective teaching which ensure a positive impact on student learning.
· (v) Planning and/or adapting standards-based curricula that are personalized to the diverse needs of each student

· (vi) Aligning instruction to the learning standards and outcomes so all student know the learning targets and their progress toward meeting them.

· (vii) Planning and/or adapting curricula that are standards driven so students develop understanding and problem-solving expertise in the content area(s) using reading, written, and oral communication, and technology

In order to plan, adapt, and teach toward the standards, candidates must first become familiar with the state standards and identify their personal knowledge/skills in these areas.

Tasks:

As part of your portfolio to be submitted for advancement to candidacy, you need to closely examine the State Standards in four ways. 

I.  Self-assessment and planning for professional development:  

· Download the word version (where possible) of the GLEs or Performance Expectations from the OSPI website for each of the following content areas: math, reading, science, writing, social studies, communication, the arts, integrated environmental and sustainability

http://www.k12.wa.us/CurriculumInstruct/EALR_GLE.aspx


· Each week you need to assess yourself in one of those areas. (Order is as stated above, and written in the syllabus.) Create a matrix of the standards and room for your comments. For Example:

Elementary would look like this:

The Washington State K–12 Arts Learning Standards
EALR 1: The student understands and applies arts knowledge and skills in dance, music, theatre, and visual arts.

	Elementary School
	Middle/Junior High School
	My Evidence

	Component 1.1: Understands and applies arts concepts and vocabulary.

	Creates and experiences artworks

and/or performances in dance, music, theatre, and visual arts using arts concepts and vocabulary.
	Creates, experiences, and analyzes artworks and/or performances in dance, music, theatre, and visual arts using arts concepts and vocabulary
	


Secondary would look like this:

	My Evidence
	Middle/Junior High School
	High School

	Component 1.1: Understands and applies arts concepts and vocabulary.

	
	Creates, experiences, and analyzes artworks and/or performances in dance, music, theatre, and visual arts using arts concepts and vocabulary
	Creates, experiences, analyzes, and evaluates artworks and/or performances in dance, music,

theatre, and visual arts using arts concepts and vocabulary.


· If you are working toward an elementary endorsement, you must document grades k-8. If you are working toward a secondary endorsement, you must document grades 6-12. We will review your work at the beginning of each Tuesday seminar and collect it in your portfolio at the end of the quarter. 

 
Assess what you know and what you need to learn

This pertains to all elementary teachers in all subject areas and to secondary teachers when it is your area of endorsement. 

· Examine the GLE or Performance Expectations (math and science) and components. Learn what students should know and be able to do. 

· For each component, write whether or not you have the knowledge necessary to teach students. 

· For those things you are prepared to teach, state where you developed your knowledge. This does not have to be from a college course. 

· For those areas that you have yet to learn, describe how you plan to learn them. It is important that you be honest with yourself in your self-evaluation. The state requires teachers to have breadth and depth of knowledge and skills. By developing a learning plan, over the first few years of teaching you will become more competent in your weaker content areas.

II.   Identify key relationships among content areas

This pertains to all secondary teachers when examining Standards outside their areas of endorsement. 

Examine the standards and components outside your areas of endorsement. 

· What connections do you notice between them and your area of endorsement?

· Where do students apply knowledge gained in your content area? 

· Where do they learn content applied in your area? 

· What other ways might you connect what they are learning in other content areas within your classroom?

Purpose for this work: It is important that teachers learn the connections among subject areas for two reasons. One reason you may be asking students to do something in one subject area that assumes they have knowledge from another subject area. For example, a social studies teacher may ask students to use the scale on a map to determine the approximate area of a land mass. However, students may not know the complexity of the mathematics involved: proportional reasoning, the concept of area, and how to approximate area of odd-shaped landmasses. The second reason for understanding what students are learning in other content areas is to help you make connections among subject areas. For example, if a reading teacher is working on non-fiction reading, they might draw on appropriate grade-level science content to develop an understanding of non-fiction reading. By becoming knowledgeable of other content, you can better predict what students are learning in other classes as well as what is reasonable for you to assume.

III.
Learning for Citizenship
This pertains to everyone in all areas of endorsement and content areas.

As a third examination of the EALRS, we would like you to note areas about citizenship.

Examine all standards and components for each content area

· What skills and knowledge are required for students to become an active citizen in a sustainable, pluralistic, and democratic society in your endorsement area?

· What skills and knowledge are required for students to become an active citizen in a sustainable, pluralistic, and democratic society outside your endorsement area?

· Where do students apply concepts of sustainable society?

· Where do students apply active community participation?
Your analyses of the EALRs (Standards) will be shared briefly at the beginning of each seminar. It should also be included in your portfolio for the end of fall quarter.[image: image1.png]






