Masters in Teaching, 2011-2013

First Seminar Reading

Due: September 27, 2011
Please write your responses to the following questions before coming to the seminar discussion during the first week of class. Before you read either of the papers we’ve chosen, please think carefully about your own understanding of the word ‘sustainability.’ Write your answer to the first question before you read the two articles: (1) excerpts from Why Sustainability Education Needs Pedagogy of Reflection and Contemplation, by Eaton, Davies, Williams and MacGregor, and (2) Leadership for a Changing World: A Call to Adaptive Work, by Sharon Daloz Parks. The later is the first chapter of Parks’ book Leadership Can Be Taught.  Both articles are posted on the program moodle site. 

1. Before reading either of the articles, write a paragraph describing your understanding of the word ‘sustainability.’  Include an example or two of actions or habits of mind that help foster your sustainability, as you understand it. 

2. Now read the excerpt by Eaton, Davies, Williams and MacGregor, and describe where in the spectrum of way of envisioning sustainability that your comments for question 1 above might fit. 

3. What are the differences between technical problems and adaptive challenges? Do the two articles see technical problem solving as relevant to the twenty-first century? Explain. 

4. What does Parks mean by ‘case-in-point’ teaching?  

5. In responding to adaptive challenges, do you think it is necessary to move through disequilibrium as Parks suggests on page 6 of her article? 

6. What habits of mind do Eaton, Davies, Williams and MacGregor suggest are important for dealing with adaptive challenges? 

7. What are some implications of the suggestion by Eaton, Davies, Williams and MacGregor that sustainability education requires nothing less than a larger pedagogy – one that sees learning not only as a cognitive endeavor, also a somatic, affective and moral one? 

Please make sure your responses are typewritten. We will collect your responses at the first seminar. 
