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SPRING QUARTER 2012
SEMINAR PAPERS 
The seminar books this quarter will help you to continue to explore the relationship of schooling and issues of diversity to teaching and learning, as well as the larger question of what are we educating for (sustainability), while gradeband work will continue to elaborate teaching and learning.

To prepare for seminar each week, read the books and then create a visual organizer, or some other note-taking method that allows you to represent the information conceptually and that helps you specify questions and issues to address in seminar. Also include in your organizer questions for seminar discussion. These organizers should be posted to Moodle as Sem Prep and a hard copy brought to each seminar each week. 

As you create your seminar preparation you should try to organize the information from each book to address the questions:

· What major concepts about cultural difference does the author present?

· How does knowing this information impact my curricular choices that support a democratic and diverse classroom?
· What specific classroom applications can I apply?
Instead of a separate integration paper this quarter, it is expected that you will integrate your knowledge and understandings from the seminar texts into your 2 cultural encapsulation assignments.

FACILITATION
We will have assigned facilitators each week again this quarter.  However, different from last quarter, the emphasis will be on your ability to facilitate a large group conversation in order to practice these skills:

· Launching a discussion—setting ground rules for participation and content, setting the agenda

· Facilitation of conversation-- paraphrasing, summarizing, redirecting, bringing people back to the text

· Questioning strategies—elaboration, follow-up for clarity

· Conflict resolution

· Closure—summarizing the highlights of the discussion, the last take away message

