Weekly Assignments for the Curriculum Development Project 
Overview
MIT teacher candidates will create a two-week integrative, interdisciplinary, conceptually-based unit, built around a guiding question that includes the concept of sustainability and that promotes equity, embraces diversity, develops critical and creative thinking. This unit is one that might conceivably be used during student teaching. This unit should be developed through a backwards design (UbD) planning strategy as discussed in Wiggins and McTighe’s Understanding by Design, and will address standards in the Washington State Pedagogy Assessment TPA (Teacher Performance Assessment) and Standard V found in WAC 181-78A-270 (1). The lesson plans developed will reflect "best practice" and meet Washington State criteria for successfully demonstrating a positive impact on student learning.
Week 1 Assignments

1. Download, print, and read, this document and the requirements for the Curriculum Unit (on Moodle). Be sure you are clear about what is expected. Bring both documents to class
2. Read Standard V and the Washington State Teacher Performance Assessment (TPA) for your content area. As you develop this unit you are asked to strive to meet these state standards.

3. Review the PDF from Understanding by Design.  This book will guide you through the process (in particular pp. 327-332).

4. Read carefully the 2 articles:  What Makes a Good Guiding Question and Principles of Theory into Practice.
5. Review your EALR Analysis from Fall quarter. In particular, Task III that asked you to identify EALRs in relation to Learning for Citizenship, and identify areas where students apply concepts of sustainable society.  Note these particular EALRs as the starting place for your unit planning.
6. Bring a written brainstormed list of possible sustainability concepts for the grade level* and content area on which you will create your curriculum unit.

*Note:  Elementary folks should plan on 4th grade level or above science or social studies for this unit.

Week 2 Assignments

1. Decide on the grade level for which you will create your unit. Remember that units of this type should involve more than one subject area.

a. Include a focus on an issue or issues of sustainability

b. The K-8 grade-band folks must create a social studies or science unit that incorporates art, as well as math.

c. The secondary folks should include at least two subject areas as well as lessons pertaining to art and math.

d. As the requirements indicate, all must include lessons related to the tools of reading and writing, and math as well as learning experiences that offer multiple perspectives and address different learning needs.

2. Download, print, and read the GLE's or Performance Expectations appropriate for the content areas at (or slightly above) grade level your unit will address.

3. Select a concept around which to build your unit. 

4. Create a concept web of related concepts and sub-concepts. 

5. Using the GLE's or Performance Expectations from the grade-level you selected, circle all the related concepts in your web that could be appropriate for your unit. 

6. Then select the one you will use as your focus. Create the concept sequence you will need to address through your learning experiences, i.e. what concepts must be understood PRIOR to the target concept and what concepts FOLLOW the target concept? This sequencing allows you to address multiple learners' needs in one unit. 

7. Review the four key unit planning questions (document on Moodle)

8. Write an Essential Understanding for the unit as a whole.

9. Now create a possibilities web that opens up avenues for investigating the guiding questions (subject areas, topics, media, etc.) 

10. Write a good guiding question for your prospective students based on your selected concept or sub-concept your possibilities web, and your essential understanding.  (Stage 1)

11. List the GLE’s or Performance Expectations for your unit (Stage 1)

12. List the learning target(s) for your unit. (Stage 1)

13. Write a description of the final assessment. (Stage 2)

14. Create a rubric for the final assessment. (Stage 2)

Bring your concept web, possibilities web, guiding question, learning target(s)/goal(s), and description of your final assessment to class on Tuesday. Also bring the appropriate GLE's or Performance Expectations with you.

Week 3 Assignments

1. Finish writing your sequence of objectives.

2. Consult at least 5 sources to develop your own understanding of the concepts. At least 2 of these need to be books or research journal articles on students conceptions related to your topic.  Document these sources in an annotated list of teacher resources that you are using to inform your work on this unit.

3. Use stage 1 understandings, key knowledges, and key skills to explicate exactly what it looks like when students have the skills, knowledge, and concepts you stated in stage 1

4. Create learning experiences that will help students learn HOW to accomplish the objectives. Remember, you must determine WHAT students will be able to DO (the learning targets), WHAT they need to know in order to DO (the learning experiences), and HOW you will assess their knowledge and skills (the summative assessment).  (Stage 3 Calendar)

5. Locate, evaluate, and annotate (10) internet websites appropriate for students to use as part of their learning experiences.  Make sure the sites listed are age appropriate for the intended grade level of your unit.
6. Document the planning you have done by entering information into the unit plan template. Be sure to align learning experiences with the appropriate objectives, GLE's or Performance Expectations. For each learning experience, indicate whether it is:  a pre or formative assessment, a discrepant or disequilibrating event, an activation of prior knowledge, an opportunity to elaborate, or an opportunity to crystalize knowledge or skills (see Principles of Theory into Practice).
7. Bring your completed draft unit plan template to class Tuesday of Week 3.

Week 4 Assignments

1. Complete the Descriptive sketch of anticipated characteristics of students (TPA Task 1: Content for Learning Information)
2. Review your Classroom Management plan to see if any changes and/or modifications or clarity of directions need to be made for this unit plan an organization

3. Create a Family Involvement Plan—describe how and in what ways you will include family and community into the unit
4. Full Drafts of Lesson plans for days 1-5
5. Fill out the Differentiation chart to show where your unit makes space for providing multiple access points to learning

No class this week because you will be out Micro-Teaching—so ALL of these documents should be ready to bring to class Week 5
Week 5 Assignments

1. FULL Unit draft—this means ALL parts written out, ready for review!

Week 6 Assignments

1. Using the feedback provided in class, revise and finalize your curriculum unit.

2. Download and print the curriculum project requirements and evaluation form. Use this form to note where each item is found in your unit by page number.

3. Create 1 PDF FILE of your Unit and post to the Advancement to Student Teaching Page on your blog.
