SIGNAL WORDS

Transitions or signal words help you, the reader, follow the direction of a writer’s thought. They are like signposts on the road that guide the traveler. 
EMPHASIS WORDS
Among the most valuable signals for you to know are emphasis words, through which the writer tells you directly that a particular idea or detail is especially important. Think of such words as red flags that the author is using to make sure you pay attention to an idea. Look over the following list, which contains some typical words showing emphasis.

	important to note 

most of all 

a significant factor 

a primary concern 

a key feature 

the main value 

especially valuable 
	most noteworthy 

remember that 

a major event 

the chief outcome 

the principal item 

pay particular attention to 

the chief factor 
	a vital force 

above all 

a central issue 

a distinctive quality 

especially relevant 

should be noted 

the most substantial issue 


ADDITION WORDS
Addition words tell you that the writer’s thought is going to continue in the same direction. He is going to add on more points or details of the same kind. Addition words are typically used to signal enumeration. Look over some addition words. 

	also 

another 

finally 
	first 

first of all 

for one thing 
	furthermore

in addition 

last of all 
	likewise 

moreover 

next 
	and 

second 

the third reason 




COMPARISON OR CONTRAST WORDS


Comparison words signal that the author is pointing out a similarity between two subjects. They tell you that the second idea is like the first one in some way. Look over the following comparison words. 

	like 

likewise 

just 
	like 

equally 

in like manner 
	in the same way

alike 

similarity 
	similarly

just as 

as in a similar fashion 


Contrast words signal a change in the direction of the writer’s thought. They tell you that the author is pointing out a difference between two subjects or statements. Look over the following contrast words.

	but 

however 

in contrast 
	yet 

differ

difference 
	variation 

still 

on the contrary 
	conversely 

otherwise 

on the other hand 


ILLUSTRATION WORDS
Illustration words tell you that an example or illustration will be given to make an idea clear. Such words are typically used in textbooks that present a number of definitions and examples of those definitions. Look over the following illustration words. 

	for example 

to illustrate 
	specifically 

once 
	for instance 

such as 




CAUSE-AND-EFFECT WORDS
Cause-and-effect words signal that the author is going to describe results or effects. Look over the following cause-and-effect words. 

	because 

therefore 

so that 
	cause 

reason 

effect 
	thus 

consequently 

since 
	as a result 

if . . . then 

result in 




RECOGNIZING SIGNAL WORDS PART II 

Understanding the Basic Patterns for Organizing Information
How do you normally go about explaining your ideas to someone? Most of us do pretty much the same thing: we use patterns of speech. 

Although there are many ways to express ideas, writers usually use speech patterns and generally mix or combine them in paragraphs and passages. Once you begin to understand these patterns, you should be able to follow the writer’s sequence of ideas more readily and improve your comprehension. These patterns will further help to clarify topics, key ideas, and the relationship of supporting statements. 
The writers’ purpose and the topic help determine how their material will be arranged. Terms writers use to signal to the reader which organizational method is being used should be familiar to you, since these are often the very words instructors use in exams and quizzes: for example, classify, define, list, describe, analyze. You have probably used these words unconsciously when writing responses in test-taking situations. Understanding patterns of organizations used by writers assists you in your reading/study tasks and better prepares you to take examinations. These patterns can also serve as models or examples for your own writing tasks.
SPACE
Space signal words alert the reader as to the position or direction of a particular subject, inanimate or not.

	next to
to the left
to the right
nearby
	across
on the opposite side
below
above 


CLASSIFICATION
In using signal words of classification, a writer classifies information in a series of statements giving supporting facts or details. The order in which the information is presented is usually not significant and can be switched around without changing the meaning.

	categories
characteristics
classes
classify
divide
dimensions
	elements
features
groups
kinds
methods
aspects
	numbers
parts
sorts
types
ways


SEQUENCE OR TIME ORDER
Sequence or time order signal words help the reader see which important details will be developed in a sequential pattern. Numbers may be used, but for the purpose of showing time order or steps in a process, not for the purpose of merely listing at random.

	first
second
third
next
most important
last
eventually
then
meanwhile 
	above
adjacent
after
before
below
down
subsequently following this step
as 
	finally
furthermore
later
stages
steps
when
while
during


DEFINITION
Signal words which define teach the technical language of the subject. Sometimes they are straightforward; some are abstract.

	define
is
is defined as
	known as
that is
the term means
	we mean
we can state
we refer to


END OF THE ROAD SIGNALS – STOP
Stop signals warn the reader to “slow down.” You should be anticipating important information at this point. The most important ideas are about to be presented in brief form or restated.

	accordingly
to summarize
finally
the implication
in retrospect
to recapitulate
last of all
on the whole
	last of all
consequently 
the effect
in conclusion
thus
then 
in brief
to sum up
	basically
therefore
hence
the most important
in summary
as a result
in short
ultimately 


