Stages of Discovery   


_______Self-evaluation - free/write 

This is meant to be a guided free write to help you remember everything you’ve done this quarter. You may choose to use all of this material for your final self-evaluation, or none of it. 

Step 1:  Consider the previous experiences (educational/artistic/scientific) that you brought to this program.  How did those experiences impact your hopes and learning goals at the start of the program? How did your hopes and goals change over the course of the program?  Any new ones?
Step 2: Briefly, list:
a) 3 concepts you learned that were altogether new. 
b) 3 things you got better at doing and where we can see evidence of this. 
c) 3 intellectual risks you took as part of this program. 

Another way of thinking about these issues that might be helpful in your free-write:
a) What did you learn that changed the way you understand a concept?
b) What weaknesses did you struggle with? How did you try to overcome those weaknesses?
c) What strengths have you discovered or reinforced? In what ways did you demonstrate those strengths? 
d) What ideas or issues covered in the program intrigued, confused, or outraged you the most? Why? What did you do with that intrigue, confusion, or outrage? 

Step 3: Consider the following learning goals outlined in the course syllabus and discuss how you have met these goals. 
1) Improve your ability to articulate and assume responsibility for your own learning 
2) Improve your ability to communicate creatively and effectively
3) Improve your ability to engage with challenging texts and ideas 

Step 4:  Consider your performance in the program overall. How was your attendance? Participation? Characterize your work. Complete? Some holes? Your best work was…? Where could you improve? How did you improve? How well did you achieve your goals for the quarter? Did you work hard? Consider where you were at the beginning of the program and where you are now.
Step 5: What work are you particularly proud of? What work would you particularly like to improve upon?

Step 6: What aspect of your work this quarter is most important to you and your academic/professional/personal goals?  Try to frame your work this quarter in terms of your larger plans for your educational and personal goals. 

