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Fall 2011

PAPER #2: The Young Adult Novel in the Classroom

When evaluating a young adult novel for use in the classroom, an educator or psychologist will consider whether the novel has developmental value in relation to the age of the students in the class.  The phrase developmental value suggests that the novel should fit within a model of relevant developmental processes underway with that age group, and that the novel would contribute to healthy development in one or more ways.

Choose one of the young adult novels that you have read as part of your work for What Is Education For? thus far in the program.  Your paper will assess the developmental value of this novel in relation to a specific age group and/or grade level.  (Please choose the age or grade for which the novel is most appropriate.)  Consider this novel as a possible whole-class reading (rather than a book that you might recommend to a single student).  Thus your analysis and evaluation will be in relation to a heterogeneous group of students at the age/grade level you choose.  

Please note that you are not necessarily recommending this book.  Your assessment may show that the novel has a high value in terms of developmental processes, or your assessment may show weak value or a more mixed picture.

In evaluating this novel, use two or three specific aspects of development as the basis for your analysis.  (In other words, do not broadly evaluate the book.)  For example, you may want to use as one of these aspects the developmental theme that you have explored in your research group; this could lead to posing questions such as, How well does this novel speak to processes of identity development that are central for 14-year-old readers?
Use two or three different aspects of development as you evaluate the novel, and include references to theorists and researchers as appropriate in supporting your evaluations.  Your paper will also present the aspects of the novel that are the basis of your analysis.  It will not be enough, for example, to argue that a novel treats identity development in an unhealthy or superficial manner; you will also need to both (i) describe places in the novel which exemplify your evaluation; and (ii) explain why these examples help to support your claims.
You will work through a two-draft process with this paper, including peer feedback sessions for each of the two drafts.  Please examine and use the criteria to guide your work.  We will use also them when responding to and evaluating your paper.   Also, be sure to use the writing center as you work to generate, organize and articulate the ideas for this paper
Length: 5-7 pages

Due Dates:


Initial draft:
Wednesday Nov 9th, week 7

Second draft:
Wednesday Nov 16th, week 8

Final paper:
Friday Nov 18th, week 8
