Secondary Art Methods -- Spring 2014
Monday Observations – Capital High School, 8:40 to 9:45

Wednesday Class –Seminar 2, E2107   1-4 PM

COURSE OVERVIEW
Welcome to Secondary Art Methods! This strand centers on classroom practices that support and develop adolescents’ artistic thinking and practice. You will consider what role the arts play in public high schools and learn practical strategies to enact in an art classroom. The instructional approaches we will explore include ways to build students’ critical thinking skills through creating, interpreting and evaluating works of art. During this course you will strengthen your own understanding of what it means to be an artist, and how to most effectively help young people do the same. 

Essential Questions for the Quarter
1. What does it mean to be a professional educator in all of the dimensions of a teacher's work?
2. What does it look like in the classroom and through interactions with students, parents, colleagues, and administrators to enact the belief that all students can learn? 
3. How can we organize our classrooms in ways that foster student learning, support engagement, and empower students? 
4. What does it look like when students are engaged in transformative learning experiences?
GUIDING QUESTIONS 

During the quarter, we will work to better understand the following questions:
-What roles does/can the arts play in contemporary society?

-How can we engage ALL students in the art making process in a meaningful, transformative way?

-How do we advocate for the arts in a school system that increasingly devalues them?
-What is the relationship between creativity and critical thinking and how do we best communicate that to students?

HOW WE WILL WORK TOGETHER
To the extent possible, in each class session we will try to engage in the following 3 learning practices: 
Creativity Exercises (Learning for practice): We will build our own knowledge of art by practicing art making techniques and ways to stimulate creativity. 
Examining Records of Practice (Learning from practice):  Records of practice—such as observations and videotapes of lessons taught by yourself or others, students’ work, and teachers’ professional writing—allow us to investigate the work of teaching art and improve our own practice.  
Trying Things Out (Learning in practice): Because teaching involves more than just having knowledge, we want you to engage in enacting the practices we are investigating as much as possible, so that you are developing the skills and professional decision-making that will make you a successful teacher. 
CORE ASSIGNMENTS OVERVIEW
Reflective Paper: 

Part 1: Write 1 to 2 pages (double spaced) in response to each of the following questions: 

-What role has ART played in your life?
-How has it allowed you to “possess your own lived world?”

In addition to your written reflection, create an artwork in response to the questions. You may use any media, style, technique, etc…as long as you can bring the finished piece to class with you. 
Reflective Paper, continued:
Part 2: Write 1 to 2 pages (double spaced) in response to each of the following questions: 

-Why do you want to be an art teacher?

-What do you hope to offer your students?
You will turn in the written portion of this in week 2 and then revise it in week 9 based on your learning from the quarter. For the final version, you must provide evidence that you are incorporating concepts and ideas from this strand (at minimum) as well as other strands. Make sure to refer to specific readings, activities, and events from the quarter to substantiate your reasoning. Then take about 1-2 pages to reflect on how your thinking has changed since you completed the first reflection. Additionally, include another original artwork that communicates your ideas about what it means to be an art teacher. 
Reading Journal: Reading journals are due Tuesdays by 11:55 PM. Submit your reading journal as a single file (pdf or word) containing only the readings from that week. For each reading you complete:

-Write a 2-paragraph summary of the article/reading, 1 full paragraph that summarizes the main points of the reading and 1 paragraph that provides analysis and/or draws connections between the article and other concepts/ideas you are learning in the program. 
-Record your personal response to the reading. What questions, feelings, experiences arise for you?

Media challenge artwork and artist’s statement – Create a piece of art using a media that you have little experience with and/or don’t enjoy using. Write an artist’s statement (one page, dbl. spaced max.) in which you describe your process and what you learned.

Critique Video: During week 6 of observations, you will plan and teach a critique to a small group of students.  The goal is to engage the whole class at once (your small group of students), open multiple points of participation, and build on and deepen students’ artistic ideas. You will videotape your work with these students and then analyze the critique protocol and teaching practices you implemented.

Diverse Learners Video: During week 7 of your observation time, you will work with a specified group of students who qualify as reluctant learners, IEP students, or highly motivated/skilled. Using what you learned about these students’ learning styles, you will practice using some strategies to deepen their artistic understandings. You will videotape your work with them, analyze the strategies you implemented, and set goals for your own art teaching practice. 

Curriculum Unit: Throughout the quarter, you will create a curriculum unit for use in a secondary art classroom. Your unit must include the following components:

· “Big idea” that is both socially relevant and developmentally appropriate for high school students

· Specified art skills, knowledge, techniques and vocabulary taken from OSPI visual art standards

· Summative, formative and pre-assessments with rubrics

· Critique protocol(s)

· Contemporary artist(s) connection

· edTPA Lesson Planning Format 

Arts Recognition Night Judge/TAM field trip chaperone: During weeks 7 & 8, I’d like to get you outside the art classroom in the role of an art teacher in the wider community. We will be taking a field trip to Tacoma Art Museum to see the work of Camille Patha on Wednesday, May 14th. If all goes as planned, you will help organize the trip and be chaperones!
The annual CHS celebration of the arts is on Tuesday, May 20th. The previous Monday evening all the judging for the visual art submissions is taking place and I would like for you to be on the judging panel. I’ll give you more information about both of these events as we get closer to the dates. 
TEXTS (Required)
Greene, M. (2001). Variations on a Blue Guitar. New York: The Lincoln Center Institute.
Pink, D. (2006). A Whole New Mind; Why Right-Brainers Will Rule the Future. New York, NY: The Penguin Group.

TEXTS (Not required but we will use sections of these books during the quarter).

McFee, J.K., Degge, R.M. (1977). Art, Culture and Environment; A Catalyst for Teaching. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Publishing Company, Inc. 

Cahan, S., Kocur, Z. (1996) Contemporary Art and Multicultural Education. New York, NY: The New Museum of Contemporary Art. 

Edwards, B. (1999). Drawing on the Right Side of the Brain (3rd ed.) New York, NY: Penguin. 

O’Connor, K. (2002). How to Grade for Learning, Linking Grades to Standards (2nd ed.) Thousand Oaks, CA: Corwin.

Vieth, K. (1999). From Ordinary to Extraordinary. Worcester, MA: Davis.

Stewart, M.G., Walker, S.R. (2005). Rethinking Curriculum in Art. Worcester, MA: Davis

Walker, S.R. (2001). Teaching Meaning in Artmaking. Worcester, MA: Davis
COURSE SCHEDULE

	Week
	Weekly Questions & Activities
	Reading Due
	Assignments

Due

	Week 1

3/31
	What roles does/can the arts play in contemporary society?

How and why is creative thinking (through the arts) important to today’s adolescent?

· Presentation of visual components

· My art teacher lens
· What do you hope to gain from this course?
	· Greene (2001), p. 5-11, part IV (p. 177-198)
	Reflective Paper, 

Part I w/ visual component:

“What role has ART played in your life?”
“How has it allowed you to ‘possess your own lived world?’”



	Week 2

4/7
	How do students develop the ability to SEE and THINK like an artist? 

*No class – CHS spring break*

	· McFee & Degge, p. 6-22

· Pink, chapters 1, 3 & 6

· Edwards, Introduction & ch. 1


	Reflective Paper, Part II: (submitted electronically) 

“Why do you want to be an art teacher?

“What do you hope to offer your students?

	Week 3

4/14
	How can we engage ALL students in the art making process in a meaningful way?
· Analysis of student artwork (American Identity Project)
· Curriculum map for high school art unit

	· Cahan & Kocur, p. 233-252

· Vieth, ch. 1
	List of 3-5 socially relevant themes to design an art unit around w/ contemporary artist resources for each idea. 



	Week
	Weekly Questions & Activities
	Reading Due
	Assignments

Due

	Week 4

4/21
	*No class – practicum teaching
	· O’Connor, ch. 2
	

	Week 5

4/28
	How do we fairly evaluate and assess student artwork? 

How can we elicit students’ ideas and help students understand the ideas of others?

· Critique of media challenge piece

· Standards Based Grading in the art classroom

· Rubric workshop
	· Greene, p. 201-207

· Stewart & Walker, ch. 6
	Media challenge artwork and artist’s statement –Bring the piece to class. 



	Week 6

5/5
	What does it look like to teach students from “where they are?”

How do we plan an art project using an equity lens? 
· Mon. observation: video work with small groups

· Watch and discuss video clips

· Strategies for pre-assessment, formative assessment and differentiated instruction 
· Prep for TAM trip
	· McFee & Degge, p. 80-86

· Vieth, p. 121-123

	Video clips of small group critique w/ analysis & reflection

	Week 7

5/12
	How can we connect the art classroom with the larger community?
· Mon. observation: video work with specialized groups 

· TAM field trip!
	· Pink, chapters 4 & 5

· Greene, p. 148-153
	· Annotated list of local/regional art resources
· Curriculum unit w/ rubrics and accommodations on edTPA lesson planning template

	Week 8

5/19
	How do we advocate for the arts in a school system that increasingly devalues them?
· Prep for Arts Recognition Night – Monday night judging
· Interdisciplinary connections workshop
	· Stewart & Walker, ch. 7
	Video clips of guided interactions with reluctant learners, special ed. and highly motivated students


	Week 9

5/26
	What does it mean to be a socially transformative art teacher?

What have we learned about teaching art to adolescents?
· Critique Protocol: reflective paper & artwork
· Reflection: Looking Back and Looking Ahead
	· Greene, p. 116-130
	Revision of Reflective paper, part 2 w/ visual component
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