Washington State Standards Project:
An examination of purpose, relevance and a self-assessment. 
Fall MIT 2013
Rationale:  
The standards that guide decisions around your preparation as teachers are described in a document written by the Professional Educator Standards Board called “Standard V.”   Part of their definition for what teachers need to know in order to have a positive impact on student learning is the ability to:  
· Plan and/or adapt standards-based curricula that are personalized to the diverse needs of each student (Standard 5.E);
· Align instruction to the learning standards and outcomes so all students know the learning targets and their progress toward meeting them (5.F); 
· Plan and/or adap curricula that are standards driven so students develop understanding and problem-solving expertise in the content area(s) using reading, written, and oral communication, and technology (5.G).
According to Washington State, basic education must be provided to all children:  
A basic education is an evolving program of instruction that is intended to provide students with the opportunity to become responsible and respectful global citizens, to contribute to their economic well-being and that of their families and communities, to explore and understand different perspectives, and to enjoy productive and satisfying lives. Additionally, the state of Washington intends to provide for a public school system that is able to evolve and adapt in order to better focus on strengthening the educational achievement of all students, which includes high expectations for all students and gives all students the opportunity to achieve personal and academic success. (RCW 28A.150.210). 
The State-adopted Standards answer the following questions:  As you plan learning experiences for your students, what are you supposed to teach?   What skills and knowledge have our educational leaders decided that students need as adults in their everyday lives, as citizens, and as professionals who contribute to society?
The Washington State Learning Standards, the Next Generation Science Standards and the Common Core State Standards are tools to help a teacher make these decisions.   They were created in various ways and by various groups of people, depending on the subject matter and content strand.  In order to plan, adapt, and teach toward the state-mandated standards, candidates must first become familiar with the state standards and identify their personal knowledge/skills in these areas.   That is the purpose of this assignment.   
Goals:

You will develop a practice of examining and making sense of the standards that entails:  
· becoming  familiar with state-identified skills and knowledge all students should develop; 
· identifying strengths and weaknesses in your own content knowledge related to these standards; and 
· identifying ways in which the standards relate to knowledge, skills and reasoning in everyday, civic and/or professional adult worlds.  
As part of your portfolio to be submitted for advancement to candidacy, you will need to demonstrate that you have closely examined the components of the State Standards.   
A brief word about the language used to describe the standards: 
The authors of the various standards used different terminology to describe the different structure of the standards.  However, all sets of standards include big goals, parts of goals and grade-level steps to meeting those goals.  Whenever you read a standards document, get clear on what terms the authors for the document are using.   This is usually described in the introduction to the document.  Here is a chart to help you see the relationship among terms some of the standards use:    
	
	Big Goals: areas of knowledge/skill/ reasoning students should develop
	Component Parts of the big goal or category
	Grade-level descriptions of what students should be learning within each component

	OSPI Subject Area:
	EALR
	Component 1, 2, 3…
	GLE

	Common Core ELA
	Strand
	Strand-specific set of Anchor standards
	Grade-specific standards

	Common Core Math
	Domain
	Cluster of standards
	Grade-specific or category-specific standards

	Next Generation Science
	Discipline

e.g. Earth and Space Science (ESS)
	Core Idea

e.g. Earth and Human Activity (ESS3)
	Sub-Idea

e.g. Natural Resources (ESS3A)
	Grade-level Performance Expectations

e.g. Obtain and combine information to describe that energy and fuels are derived from natural resources and their uses affect the environment. (4-ESS3-1)


SCHEDULE:

Each week (weeks 3-8) you will be assigned a specific set of standards, either from the Washington State EALR’s, from the Common Core State Standards, or from the Next Generation Science Standards.  There will also be a synthesizing assignment in week 9.  The weekly assignments will be different for elementary and secondary teachers, according to the schedule below.
All assignments are due on Mondays at 11:59 pm.

Elementary folks:
Week 3 – Common Core English Language Arts – Reading, Writing, Speaking, Listening, and Language (p3-33) 
Week 4 – Common Core Mathematics 
Week 5 – Science (NGSS)
Week 6 – Social Studies (Washington State EALRs)
Week 7 – The Arts (Washington State EALRs)
Week 8: Select one of these Washington State EALR areas: Education for Environment and Sustainability OR Educational Technology OR Health and Fitness OR Career and Technical Education (CTE)
Week 9: Create five different models that connect standards across content areas, either within a single grade level or in two successive grade levels.  Your model must include the specific grade-level standards and a separate written explanation of what connects the elements within each model.

Secondary folks (and Visual Arts):
Weeks 3 & 4– Endorsement area #1

· ELA (use CCSS)

· SS (use EALR)

· Science (use NGSS)

· Math (use CCSS)

· Visual Arts K-12 (use EALR)


Submit assignment for half of the big goals for this content area week 3, and the other half in week 4. (Note for ELA folks: use Standards for English Language Arts 6-12)
Week 5 & 6: 


If you have a second endorsement: (same as above)


If you have only one endorsement area: Select two other content areas that would add richness to your teaching (one is due week 5, the other is due week 6).

Week 7: Common Core English Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects

· Read College and Career Readiness Anchor Standards for Reading (pg. 60) Then read the Reading Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies or Science and Technical Subjects.  Do self-assessment for one of these (or both).

· Read Anchor Standards for Writing (pg. 63) and Writing Standards for Literacy in History/SS, Science/Tech (pg. 64) and do self-assessment.
· Read Anchor Standards for Speaking and Listening (pg. 48) and Standards (pg. 49-50) and do self-assessment.
Week 8: Select one of these Washington State EALR areas: Education for Environment and Sustainability OR Educational Technology OR Health and Fitness OR The Arts OR Career and Technical Education

Week 9: Create five different models that connect standards across content areas, either within a single grade level or in two successive grade levels.  Your model must include the specific grade-level standards and a separate written explanation of what connects the elements within each model.

PART ONE:  Download, Read, and Self-assess 
1. Download and read (i) the introductions to the standards document, and (ii) the descriptions of the standards that are relevant to the age you will be teaching (e.g. Elementary K-7; Middle 4-10; Secondary 6-12; or K-12 for folks in Arts) from the OSPI, CCSS, or NGSS website that you are focusing on this week.
2. Read through each component of the big goals for the grade levels you are preparing to teach. 
3. Use the grade level descriptions of knowledge/skills and reasoning for each of the elements to help you make sense of what this body of knowledge/skill entails.     
4. Using a table including all of the standards, assess your knowledge on each of the components using the following rubric.  Due along with Part 2. 
	1
(no background) 
I don’t yet know what this part of the standard is referring to.  
	2 (basic)
I am familiar with the k/s/r within this part of the standard.    
I have been exposed to them in class, or in my personal/professional life and have some sense of why it’s important to know.    
I’m not yet able to explain, illustrate or use this knowledge. 
There are several areas of this standard in which I know I need to refine my knowledge and/or skills.
	3 (developing)
I have developing knowledge, reasoning and skills in this  part of the standard.   
I have studied and used this k/r/s in a class, in my personal and/or professional life.    
I can explain what the 
standard entails and its purpose. 
There are areas of this standard in which I know I  need to refine my knowledge and/or  skills.
	4 (skilled)
I am skilled with the knowledge, reasoning and skills described in this part of the standard. 
I have studied and regularly used this knowledge in my educational, personal 
and/or professional life.   
I can confidently explain what concepts and skills within this standard entail. 
I can provide a range of explanations and examples that would help someone else understand its purpose.   



PART TWO:  WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT due on Monday nights (11:59 pm): 
1. Identify the 1-2 components you are most prepared to teach of each of the big goals.  Use the rubric to help you describe the depth of your knowledge.  List the specific kinds of experiences and practices that have helped you to develop your knowledge/skill in these areas. 
2. Identify the 2-3 components you are least prepared to teach of each of the big goals.  Use the rubric to help you describe the depth of your knowledge.  List specific strategies for how you might develop this knowledge/skill as part of the preparation for planning a unit and teaching students. 
3. Pick 2 of the components from this content area and either: 
Explain how that area of knowledge, skill and/or reasoning pertains to children’s real worlds and experiences in a way that they might ‘care’ about.  Explain why you think that phenomenon, issue or subject might provide a provocative or motivating reason for students to engage with this knowledge, skill or reasoning.   
OR 
Explain a way in which that knowledge, skill or reasoning is relevant and important to supporting personal, civic, or professional adult activities. 
FACULTY WILL LOOK FOR THE FOLLOWING IN YOUR WRITE UP:    
· Does your self-assessment use the rubric?
· In your areas of strength, does the evidence clearly support your claims? 
· Are your plans for refining skills specific and relevant to the standard?
· Have you provided clear and thorough explanations of how standards relate to students’ worlds or to adult activities?
