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...stop to consider what [you] still don’t know about the subject and try to set up some
channels for educating [yourself]. -Rosenbaum, p.100

There are 3 parts to this paper: 1. List of 10 films 2. Summary (500 words) 3. 3-4-page essay

1. Make a list of 10 films you want to see that Rosenbaum mentions in Movie Wars
(remembering that he describes his own process of self-education). These do not include his
top 100 or the AFl top 100. Commit to seeing these films over the next 10 weeks. Pick one,
watch it, study it, and write the following:

2. Summarize in approx 500 words what you perceive to be the key issues and concerns of
Movie Wars.

3. Then, in 3-4 pages, write about your chosen film with the kind of film criticism that
Rosenbaum calls for. Research reviews/criticism about your film and incorporate
analysis/critique of a few of these reviews (based on Rosenbaum's discussion/critique of
current popular writing on film) so that your reader not only learns something about the film
in question, but also about what it takes to think and write about it "innovatively" or
"responsibly" (or whatever term you would use to describe the kind of film writing
Rosenbaum is calling for).

This is a creative exercise, as you have the freedom to invent a form, vocabulary, and
language for how film might be more intelligently discussed in public culture. This is also an
analytical endeavor, as you will need to understand and reflect on the kind of film writing
you seek to subvert, rewrite, or banish from public life.

* Remember to check the Corrigan book when in doubt. This paper is not a review (in the
conventional sense of the word—no “thumbs up/thumbs down”, no “I liked it/Didn’t like it.”
(See Corrigan pp 7-16)

* ALSO** MAKE SURE that you read several of Rosenbaum’s current and recent film reviews
(written for the Chicago Reader, but not the short capsule review/descriptions) at
hitp://chireader.com and there are some linked on our website. You may want to reference
these as well in your essay.

* RESEARCH TIPS: Look at the Film Literature index; New York Times index for film reviews
Read Corrigan 124-141 on RESEARCH techniques; see Julia’s handout.

...academic film study should ideally focus on the most salient attributes of films that are
ignored in the culture at large... -Rosenbaum, p.89




